
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,  
                        KING OF THE UNIVERSE              Year A  

22nd November 2020 

Shepherd-King o er mountain steep, homeward guide thy wand ring 
sheep.  This hymn which we will probably sing today captures the 
readings perfectly: our King is not a cruel tyrant or despot, but a 
shepherd who loves his flock, who would (and did) give his life for 
them. Love for the flock means that he will have to judge them, 
separating the sheep from those who do not belong to him. Coming 
to the end of the Church s year leads us to look to our final ending, 
the homecoming the hymn speaks of. The judgement of the end of 
time we do not view as a trial or a terror, but as a coming home: look 

back to the Isaiah reading on the 28th Sunday to see what a homecoming party is offered. All we do is put 
our lives in order, living just and holy lives, longing for the day of the lord to come.  

St Gerard’s, Lostock Hall 

Sat 21st Nov 
Vigil 

 Presentation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary                       (M) 

Sun 22nd Nov  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe 
The Parish &  Deceased of 
the Parish 

Mon 23rd Nov  
11:00am 
12 noon 

Eunice Green R.I.P. 
Church Open for Private 
Prayer & Exposition 

Tues 24th Nov  
 

St Andrew Dun-lac & 
Companions                     (M) 
Maria Phelan R.I.P. 

Wed 25th Nov  
11:00 am 
12 noon 
1:30 pm 

Frank Rawlinson R.I.P. 
Church Open for Private 
Prayer & Exposition 
Funeral of James Walne 
(Family Only) 

Thurs 26th Nov  
 

Frances Shields R.I.P. (Ann) 

Fri 27th Nov   

Sat 28th Nov 
Vigil 

  

Sun 29th Nov  1st Sunday of Advent 
The Parish  

W/C 22/11/2020 This Weeks Intentions 

Sanctuary Birthday  

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased: 
James Walne R.I.P. 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 
Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 
 

Sunday  9:30 am    11:00 & 6:30 pm 

Monday to Friday  9:30 am       

Open for  
Private Prayer 

Tuesday 
Thursday 

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

 Rosary 8.00 pm 

Saturday  9:30 am   7 pm Vigil 

Sunday  9:30 am   11:00 & 6:30 pm   

Pastoral Letter - Feast of Christ the King - The 
Bishops Pastoral Letter is available via our website 
or Facebook and Twitter Pages.

 
PLANNING FOR CHRISTMAS - We are still 
continuing to plan for Christmas as already 
announced.  Just a reminder that there will be 3 
Masses on offer initially 5 pm on Christmas Eve,
(NOW FULL)  6:15 pm on Christmas Eve (About 
10 places left) and 10 am on Christmas 
Day.  Thank you to those who have already 
completed the Booking Forms.  At the moment we 
are planning and working on the restrictions in 
place prior to the current lockdown and we are 
limited to approximately 65 people in the church.   If 
the places available are all taken for these Masses 
we will offer a further Mass at 8:30 am on 
Christmas Day.  Booking Forms are now available  
both in the Church & via the website.  These should 
be taken and Returned as soon as possible to the 
Presbytery.  There will be NO EXTRA seating at the 
end of benches and each booking is limited to 6 
people or family bubble.  Please Remember 
though at this time there is STILL NO OBLIGATION 
TO ATTEND MASS and you can, of course, watch 
the services at St Marys or other churches online 
via www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge.   If 
you haven’t pre-booked we are afraid you will 
not be able to enter the Church.  Please ensure 
your family and friends are aware of the pre-
booking system to avoid disappointment.  Please 
remember to tell the office if you have booked 
and need to cancel so that we can allocated 
your places to someone else. 

http://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge


Advent Walk with Me booklets and the Advent 
Christmas Calendars are available at the back of 
church and at the Presbytery office if anyone would 
like one. The Children’s Advent Look in the Gospel 
Today sheets is available in the church for people 
to take during private prayer opening times. 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS  -  The Syria group is offering 
to deliver Christmas cards in the local area (Bamber 
Bridge, Lostock Hall and Walton-le-Dale) for a 
donation towards the Syria Project.  Cards, suitably 
addressed, can be left at Brownedge St Mary’s 
church (when open) or at the Priory.  Please leave 
your cards, with your name and donation, between 
Nov 26th and Dec 4th, in the box provided.  They 
will be delivered before Christmas. Contact for 
further details Mike on 01772230577 or 
mikepatbailey@btinternet.com 

National Youth Sunday -  National Youth Sunday 
2020 (NYS) takes place on Sunday 22nd 
November, the feast of Christ the King. National 
Youth Sunday represents an opportunity to 
explicitly recognise young people - their gifts, 
talents and uniqueness. It also provides the Church 
with an opportunity to thank them for and affirm 
their contribution to the life of the local and 
universal Church.  CYMFed has produced 
resources to help facilitate the celebration of 
National Youth Sunday in school, parish and at 
home. All resources for NYS are available at 
www.nationalyouthsunday.com. 
 
Final Event - God Who Speaks Speaker Series - 
The final talk in this series will take place 
digitally on Wednesday 25th November on The 
God who speaks in the Gospel of John, by Fr. 
Michael Winstanley, SDB, Salesian priest and 
Scripture Scholar. He is based at the Salesian 
community in Bolton.  The evening will begin at 
7pm and will include time for questions.  To book a 
place and be sent a Zoom link on the morning of 
the talk, please email: 
 formation@dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
 
CHURCHES CLOSED AGAIN 

In view of the latest Government restrictions our 
Church cannot now be open to celebrate public 
Mass until Thursday 3rd December, but we can 
open for Private Prayer.   

For the Children 

  
Accordingly,  arrangements are in place for our 
Church to be open for Private Prayer with 
adoration before the Blessed Sacrament on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 11.00am until 
12.00 noon. This will start on Monday 9th 
November. Please maintain social distancing and 
follow the instructions from the stewards when 
attending.   
 
There is also the opportunity to attend St Mary’s at 
Brownedge for Private Prayer on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3pm until 4pm. 
 
The live streaming of Holy Mass from St Mary’s, 
and other churches, will continue via 
www.churchservices.tv 
 
We have experimented with streaming Mass from 
our Church using Facebook Live but our Wifi isn’t 
strong enough.  We are investigating alternatives 
and will keep you updated via our Website, 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts.   
 
ONLINE RETREATS led by Donna Worthington.  
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER: ADVENT, A LESSER 
LENT  -  Events to encourage the prayerful 
journey of staying in your cave… When we enter 
Advent in November, in the Celtic Christian tradition 
of these islands, Advent was seen as a lesser Lent. 
In light of lock-downs and social distancing, why not 
use the opportunity to see the beautiful season of 
Advent as a time of waiting, going into one’s inner 
cave of the heart, contemplation, inner spiritual 
work and prayer? With all this in mind, I’ve put 
together a programme of events for November / 
December: 

A DESERT FATHER OF THESE ISLANDS – 
SAINT CUTHBERT - We journey deeper with the 
humble saint of Holy Island – his virtues, vision, 
motivation that pioneered Celtic Christianity in the 
North. Sunday 29th November 6.30-9pm  -  For 
bookings, please contact Donna Worthington: 
drworthington@live.co.uk 
 

Please Pray for the Sick and Housebound especially those who have asked for your Prayers. 

mailto:mikepatbailey@btinternet.com
https://dioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c&id=97364e7174&e=0379effa8f
mailto:formation@dioceseofsalford.org.uk
http://www.churchservices.tv
mailto:drworthington@live.co.uk


DIOCESE OF SALFORD 

 

Pastoral Letter of the 

Right Reverend John Arnold 

Bishop of Salford 
 

 

FOR THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 2020 

 

Jesus has been born into the brokenness of our world. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Because there have been such impressive initiatives in the parishes to build up 

communication during this time of pandemic and lockdown, I am confident that this letter 

will reach recipients throughout the Diocese. I have been aware of regular, even daily, 

messages from priests to their parish communities, weekly newsletters and live streaming of 

Masses and services and of personal connection with isolated and housebound members of 

our parishes. Sincere thanks to all those who have done so much to ensure that there have 

been such good levels of communication. I am writing now as we approach the close of the 

Church’s year and as we look forward to the beginning of the Season of Advent and our 

preparations for Christmas. 

   

I certainly do not want to dismiss the difficulties that so many people have had to face in 

these recent months, and the continuing challenges as this pandemic rolls on. And people 

have been so generous, in many and diverse ways, in caring for their neighbours. My 

thanks, also, for the great generosity and thoughtfulness shown to our priests during this 

time of two lockdowns, understanding the difficulties they have faced in adapting their 

ministry. Those thanks extend to the many volunteers who have ensured that our churches 

have been the safest places for indoor gatherings and allowed them to open once that initial 

lockdown was over. After this second lockdown, I am sure we will open our churches safely 

again, when allowed to do so. While recognising all the difficulties, we have to ask what 

possibilities and opportunities are uniquely presented to us in our current situation? We 

must emerge from this pandemic with a sense of vision and with renewed priorities. Our 

Christmas celebrations will have to be different, but they can, and must, be important to us. 

 

I think it is true to say that Christmas has become increasingly secularised in recent years. 

The accent has been on presents, decorations, parties and family gatherings – all perfectly 

reasonable and good in themselves, but there has been almost no public and media mention 

of the Christmas Story which is the foundational reason for all this celebration. The crib is 

rarely seen in public places and we are not reminded of the gift of Christ’s birth and 

presence among us.  

 



This year we must celebrate Christmas in a different way. Assuming that our churches will 

be open but still having a limited capacity, we will return to the ancient tradition of 

observing the Christmas Octave and I invite everyone, able to do so, to attend a Christmas 

Mass on at least one of the days during the Octave, from Christmas Eve through to New 

Year’s Day. Each parish will have its own arrangements for managing its capacity. During 

those days there are important Feasts which can be celebrated specifically in the light of 

Christmas. We will also provide some resources for the family at home, and resources for 

children. Can we connect more closely with the simplicity of Christmas and the importance 

of what God is saying to us in the birth of His Son?  

 

That First Christmas was the story of a family without home or security. God’s Son is born 

in a stable. A few shepherds, among the humblest of people of the day, are given the great 

privilege of being called to witness what is happening. I enjoy contemplating the simple crib 

setting with Mary and Joseph, shepherds and the ox and ass. There is a silent adoration of 

the new-born baby. There is no need for words. We have the wonder of silently gazing on the 

presence of God among us. There is surely a wonderful sense of hope and reassurance in 

that scene. 

 

This family then must become refugees and flee from the wrath of King Herod, into Egypt. 

God is uniting His new-born Son with the homeless, the rejected, the poor and the 

insecurity that surrounds so many people in our own generation. We need to remember the 

real Christmas Story if we are to truly celebrate its importance. And this year, when families 

cannot meet in large numbers, and Christmas must be very different – the invitation is there 

to remind ourselves of what this feast is really all about. Jesus has been born into the 

brokenness of our world. He comes to share our reality and to lead us in truth. As we 

celebrate Christmas this year, we have every reason to be confident that, out of the many 

difficulties and problems that face our world today, progress can be made in seeking justice 

and peace and care for our brothers and sisters and our common home.  

 

It is also a time to recognise, with thanks, all that we have and the good things that 

surround us; those qualities of life which everyone should enjoy. 

 

Looking beyond Christmas, into 2021, there will need to be a lot of careful consideration 

given to our ministry and programmes in the Diocese.  We need to consider how best to 

provide the sacramental preparation for our young people, the ways of preparing people for 

reception into the Church, for those preparing for marriage. There is a need for more 

resources to help us in strengthening a spirituality of “Church at home”. It can be a time for 

all of us to reinforce and develop our personal faith. I have begun discussions about how we 

might most effectively provide for our present circumstances and I will hope to explain the 

arrangements early in the New Year. And our planning cannot just be about a catching up 

on things delayed and postponed in 2020. We must also be thinking and planning for our 

continuing journey as a Diocese – a “Journey to 2030” and beyond. 

 

Pope Francis is leading the Church – and speaking to the whole world – through these most 

difficult and challenging times. He is not afraid to warn us of the reality of Climate Change, 

to speak of our care for our brothers and sisters and our common home. He identifies the 

need for change from our localised thinking, to a sense of global encounter and dialogue. We 

face serious challenges, but Pope Francis always speaks with Hope. There is still time for us 



to change, to repair and to renew - and our prayer must be the foundation of all our actions, 

decisions and choices. 

 

In the sadness of these days, we remember especially those suffering from the virus, those 

who have died and those who have lost family members and friends in the pandemic. We 

also remember those whose own suffering or loss has been overshadowed by a focus on the 

pandemic. We give thanks for the commitment of so many in the Health Service and those 

who provide other essential services at this time. We pray for that resilience by which we will 

build a better world for all our brothers and sisters. We pray for one another and our 

journey together. 

 

May God bless you and keep you safe and well – assured always of His love 

 

“Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey” 

 

 John Arnold 

Bishop of Salford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tel: 0161 794 2825  

bishop@dioceseof salford.org.uk (bishop) marie.sartini@dioceseofsalford.org.uk  (secretary) 

Salford Roman Catholic Diocesan Trustees Registered Charity 
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