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When we get to Easter, there are two symbols of the resurrection that we use in Church: 
fire and light (the Easter Candle) and water (the Font). Last week we reflected on water, 
and this week there are passages all about light – true light, that defeats the blindness of 
sin. Again, this would have been offered to those preparing for Baptism, but speaks to all of 
us who have been baptised, inviting us to be renewed in the light of Christ at Easter. 
Remember that one of the oldest titles of the newly baptised was “neophyte”, which means 
“newly enlightened” There is a subtle link between the readings on this Sunday: in the first 
reading, David is anointed, and the Spirit of the Lord seizes on him. This anointing lights 
him along the right path - ‘no evil would I fear’ as the Psalm says. Then Paul tells us more 
about this light: it is Christ shining on us, calling us to live as children of light. All this is 
summed up in the Gospel, the marvellous story of the healing (by being ‘anointed’ with 
spittle) of the man born blind. Jesus is the light of the world  

 
Cardinal Nichols writes:  In response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic, so many aspects of our lives 
must change. This includes the ways in which we 
publicly express our faith. It is very clear that, 
following official advice and in order to keep each 
other safe, save lives and support the NHS, at this 
time we must not gather for public acts of worship in 
our churches. This will begin from Friday evening, 
20th March 2020, until further notice. 
 
Our churches will remain open. They are not 
closing. They will be a focal point of prayer, 
where you will find solace and strength. In 
visiting our churches at this time, we will 
observe with great care the practices of hygiene 
and the guidance on social distancing. 
 
However, the celebration of Mass, Sunday by 
Sunday and day by day, will take place without a 
public congregation. 
 
Knowing that the Mass is being celebrated; joining in 
spiritually in that celebration; watching the live-
streaming of the Mass; following its prayers at home; 
making an act of spiritual communion: this is how we 
share in the Sacrifice of Christ in these days. These 
are the ways in which we will sanctify Sunday, and 
indeed every day.  

We want everyone to understand that in these 
emergency circumstances, and for as long as they 
last, the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days is removed. This is, without doubt, 
the teaching of the Church (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 2181). This pandemic is the ‘serious 
reason’ why this obligation does not apply at this 
time….(The whole letter can be read on our website 
or Facebook page along with a link to a leaflet 
“When Mass cannot be celebrated Publicly) Further 
information can be obtained on the Catholic Bishops 
Website at www.cbcew.org.uk/ and the Salford 
Diocese Website at www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/ 
 
How does that effect us? Masses will still be 
Celebrated each day and Mass Intentions can still 
be submitted to the Parish office, unfortunately these 
Masses cannot be said publicly.  We are fortunate 
though to be able to watch the Masses being said 
at St Mary's via the Live streaming service.  
Initially at least, Father Mark will keep to the normal 
Mass Times at St Mary’s (printed overleaf) and if you 
miss the Live Mass you can watch a recording of it 
up to 24 hrs later. 
 
Parish Activities  -  All Parish Service, activities 
and meetings are cancelled for the foreseeable 
future.    
 
Parish Lottery - We will continue to draw the Lottery 
each week.  If you are a WINNER please contact the 
Parish Office and we will make some arrangement to 
get them to you. 
 
Subscriptions are due for Renewal at the end of 
March for those paying quarterly. New members are 
always welcome. £15 per quarter, £30 for half year 
and £60 for the year.  If you can please continue but 
if possible switch to a Standing order to save 
Cash handling. 
 
Altar Candle Intentions  -  If you would like to place 
an intention please complete one of the special 
envelops in the porch clearly stating the Intention 
and at which location.  We are suggesting a 

W/C 22/03/2020 This Weeks Intentions 

The Sanctuary  

Sacred Heart  

Our Lady Mary Adams 

 & 

Alice Bowman R.I.P. 

St Joseph Norbert Family R.I.P. 

St Gerard  



St Gerard’s, Lostock Hall 

Sat 21st Mar 
 

 Bill Smith (Anniversary) 

Sun 
 
 

 22nd Mar 
 

Mothers 
Day 

 
 

4th Sunday of Lent 
 
The Parish 

Mon 23rd Mar  
10:30 

Doreen Wane R.I.P. 
Burial Service Florence Walsh 

Tues 24th Mar  
 

Jack Cottam R.I.P. 

Wed 25th Mar  
 

The Annunciation of the Lord 
Leo Phelan R.I.P. 

Thurs 26th Mar  
 

The Parish 

Fri 27th Mar  
 

Lent Weekday 
 

Sat 28th Mar 
 

 Deceased of the Parish 

Sun 
 
 

 29th Mar  
 

5th Sunday of Lent 
  
The Parish Parish Lottery No. 479 18/03/2020 

1st £25 No.   

2nd £10 No.   

3rd £5 No.   

Offertory 15th / 16th March 2020 

Offertory Loose £194.57 

Offertory Envelopes £248.11 

Attendance 176 

Bingo Cancelled until Further Notice 

    

For the Children 

minimum donation of £5 per candle.  There is a 
’dates taken’ notice in the porch which indicates 
dates and locations which are available.  Please 
don’t write on this but use it as a guide only. 
 
Hope in the Future, Living the Sunday 
Eucharist:  LITURGY OF THE WORD: Gospel 
Acclamation  The worst thing a parish can do with 
the Liturgy of the Word is make it flat and boring – 
one voice, nothing sung, no variety! The Church 
has designed the Liturgy of the Word to have a 
rhythm and a dynamism (which it inherits from the 
earlier worship and prayer of Israel) in order to 
allow the Word to be “alive and active”. Nowhere is 
this more true than the acclamation before the 
Gospel and its accompanying actions: the 
Introduction to the Lectionary is uncharacteristically 
dogmatic about this saying “it MUST be sung …by 
the whole congregation together” (GIL 23) – the 
Missal goes even further, saying that if it is not 
sung, it may be omitted completely! Accompanying 
this song is a communal gesture – standing. 
Standing is a mark of respect, acknowledging that 
someone important is going to speak to us – 
remember at Primary School solemnly getting to 
your feet when the Headteacher walked in? Who is 
more important than Jesus, about to address us in 
the Gospel? Also accompanying the song is an 
action – the Gospel procession, which may involve 
a Gospel Book, candles or torches and incense – 
all of which should speak to us (without words) 
about the solemnity of what is about to happen. The 
normal acclamation is the word “Alleluia!”, a 
Hebrew word simply meaning “Praise God!”, which 
has been sung for thousands of years. In Lent, 
however, we “fast from” that word, saving it for the 
joyous moment of the Easter Vigil: even though we 
do not sing “Alleluia”, we still sing, praising the God 
who speak to us. 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 

Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 

Sunday 22nd March 9:30 am     11:00 am      6:30 pm 

Monday 23rd March 9:10 am 

Tuesday 24th March 9:10 am 

Wednesday 25th March 9:10 am     

Thursday 26th March 9:10 am.   11:00 am (SCH)  

Friday 27th March 7.00 am     9:10 am      

Saturday 28th March 9:30 am     Vigil 7 pm 

Sunday 29th March 9:30 am     11:00 am      6:30 pm 

Father Mark as Rural Dean is working with the 

Priests in the Deanery to have a co-ordinated 

approach to the current situation.  To enable us to 

stay in touch with you and let you know what is 

happening please sign up for our newsletter and or 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  Let 

us know if anyone is Hospital or Seriously ill, we 

can’t visit but we can add them to our Prayers and 

those of the Parishioners. 


