
Third Sunday of ADVENT               Year C  
                   “GAUDETE” Sunday 

12th December 2021 

This Sunday is called  Gaudete  Sunday    Rejoice Sunday . This comes from the 
readings we hear today, and it underlines an important point. In the Gospel, we 
hear John the Baptist telling different groups what to do - they must repent, and 
change their lives. We might think of this as a rather joyless thing - something 
which is hard and unrewarding. The message of this Sunday is that repentance and 
changing our lives to welcome Jesus is something richly joyful. When we are 
planning to welcome anyone we love to our homes, we set about cleaning and 
preparing for their visit with enthusiasm - nothing is too much trouble for someone 
we care for greatly. Even scrubbing the bath or polishing the furniture can be a 

happy and joyful thing! The message of this Sunday is that preparing to welcome the Lord - even though it 
may involve hard work - is something utterly joyful, be cause of our love for Him, and His love for us. 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES  -  Christmas Eve 
Family Mass at 5 pm, followed by Mass at 6:30 pm.  
Christmas Day Mass is at 10 am.  Sunday 26th 
Mass as usual at 10 am. 
 
BRUNCH WITH SANTA  -  Thank you to the Fund 
Raising Committee and everyone who helped in 
anyway to make the Brunch with Santa such a 
wonderful success.  Thanks also to the local 
business community for their donations and support.  
Photographs of the event are on our Facebook 
page.  
 
COMING BACK TO SUNDAY MASS: The Bishops' 
Conference have encouraged us all to resume our 
normal practice of attending Sunday Mass if we feel 
able.  Because of the ongoing pandemic they have 
not yet reinstated the practice of obligation to attend 
Mass but they are strongly encouraging it. The 
Statement from the Bishops reads: “As your 
bishops, we recognise that these prevailing 
circumstances suggest that not everyone is yet in 
the position to fulfil the absolute duty to attend freely 
Sunday mass. However, we now encourage all 
Catholics to look again at the patterns they have 
formed in recent months with regard to going to 
Mass on Sundays. This would include consideration 
and reflection about what we might do on Sundays, 
such as sports or shopping, or other leisure and 
social activities.“ 
 
CAFOD World Gifts catalogues have been placed 
at the back of church. Please take one and consider 
buying one or more of these gifts for Christmas 
presents. CAFOD are reliant on the funds they 
receive from sales to continue their vital work in the 
developing world.  

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased: 
Robert Clarke, James Wright, Pam Meakin,  
Jim Stokes,  John Brakewell, Jenny Adams 

and John Stokes,   

CHURCH BOILER - We have had further 
breakdowns and flooding in the cellar since we 
started the appeal and the heating may or may not 
be working this weekend.  So far you have added 
£3975 to what we started with making a total 
now of £10,975.  We need another £2025 in order 
to raise an order with the chosen supplier.  We 
still need to work towards the £19,000 + total of 
course. Thank you. 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer   -  10th / 11th Dec -  
Let us pray for the people of the parish of the 
English Martyrs, Whalley, and for Fr. David Yates, 
their parish priest.  We pray for the staff and 
students of Oakhill College.  May their rejoice in the 
Lord always. 
 
Covid-19 Update   -  With respect to the current 
situation with the Omicron variant it is important to 
ensure the following points are followed in our 
churches: 

• If you or anyone in your household are displaying 
any symptoms of covid-19 stay at home and do 
not travel to church or participate in person. 

• Use the hand sanitiser available at Church. 

• Wearing of face covering (both nose and mouth) 
is compulsory in our church. 

• Good ventilation and air throughput the building; 
will mean it is colder in Church  - wrap up well! 

• We strongly encourage you to get vaccinated and 
have the booster jab when called. 

• Our Eucharistic Ministers engaged in pastoral 
ministry which involves ministry to the 
housebound, sick and vulnerable, should take 
regular lateral flow tests to ensure they are safe to 
do so.  These are free from the NHS. 

There is now very strong evidence to support that 
the main mode of transmission is through breath 
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Offertory 5th /6th December 2021 

Offertory Loose £226.27 

Offertory Envelopes £330.21 

Attendance 169 

Bingo Jackpots for 15/12/21 

£35 £60 £35 £35 

St Gerard’s, Lostock Hall  

Sat 11th Dec 
Vigil 

5:30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Confessions 
Antonia Marie R.I.P. 

Sun 12th Dec 
 

 
9:30 am 
10:00 am 
11:30 am 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
Confessions 
The Parish 
Baptism of Isabella Wood 

Mon 13th Dec  
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 

St Lucy                           (M) 
Exposition  
Nellie Smith R.I.P. 

Tues 14th Dec  
09:15 am 

St John of the Cross       (M) 
Beloved Brother & Sister in 
Law R.I.P. 

Wed 15th Dec 12:00 
noon 

Requiem Mass for Robert 
Clarke R.I.P. 

Thurs 16th Dec 09:15 am Deceased Family Members 

Friday 17th Dec  NO MASS 

Sat 18th Dec 
Vigil 

5:30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Confessions 
Mary & Herbert Jackson 

Sun 19th Dec 
 

 
9:30 am 
10:00 am 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Confessions 
The Parish 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 
Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 

Sunday Mass 9:30 am 11:00 am  & 6:30 

Monday to Friday Mass 9:30 am       

Open for  
Private Prayer 

Tuesday 
Thursday 

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Saturday Mass 9:30 am   7 pm Vigil 

Sunday Mass 9:30 am 11:00 am  & 6:30 

and nasal aerosols, and that the risk from surface 
and touch transmission is very small indeed.  As 
such, the strict regimes of church cleaning that were 
recommended at the beginning of the opening of 
churches for public worship are no longer 
necessary.  General church cleaning is sufficient.  If 
these guidance points are supported, then the 
churches will continue to be safe places for people 
to gather for acts of public worship, including over 
the Christmas period  

 Confirmations  - In 2016 our Diocese decided to 
move the age of confirmation from year 3 to year 8. 
Our plans to launch a new programme last year 
were affected by the pandemic, however, we hope 
to do this now. Our Lady’s and St Gerard’s will be 
working in a parish cluster with St Patrick’s and St 
Mary’s parish Brownedge.  We are inviting any 
young people in year 8 and 9 (or older if they have 
not already been confirmed) to register to make the 
Sacrament of Confirmation next June. The 
preparation course will begin soon. Please complete 
the registration forms available at the back of church 
or electronically online at https://forms.gle/
n7fk2ZVeHamgLZKQA , on the parish website or 
Facebook page. Forms will also be distributed 
through the Catholic High Schools and can be 
returned to the parish or the High School.   
 
WEDNESDAY BINGO  — The Last session of this 
Year is on Wednesday 15th December.  Bingo 
begins again on 5th January.  Thank you to all who 
support and organise the bingo.  

CARDS FOR KINDNESS - See List in Porch of 
Local Homes in the Scheme. 
 
PARISH LOTTERY  -  If you would like to join the 
lottery for 2022 application forms are in the porch.  

Please Pray for the Sick and Housebound and for those who have asked for your Prayers. 

Parish Lottery No. 488 8/12/21 

1st £25 No. 54   Mr D Walker 

2nd £10 No. 61 Mr M J Cullen 

3rd £5 No. 79 Mr G Davies 

Caritas Salford’s Advent Appeal 2021: #Loved  -  Caritas Salford’s work with children and families is at 
the heart of our Love in Action as much as it ever was, and is just one aspect of their diverse work 
supporting those facing crisis and challenge.   As the principal domestic social action agency of the 
Catholic Diocese of Salford, and in this Year of St Joseph and the Family, Caritas is asking for your 
support to continue this transformative work.   Please visit http://www.caritassalford.org.uk/advent-2021 to 
see the difference your donations have made in the past 12 months to over 5,000 families*.  For example, 
you’ve helped provide: 

• A safe place to live for young parents with their infant child with 24/7 support 

• Food parcels and shopping vouchers 

• Essential household items and toiletries 

• School uniform, shoes and Christmas treats/presents 

• Financial grants to families facing a crisis, illness or poverty 
1:1 advice sessions with our trained staff for as long as it takes 
Online donations, via the website, save the charity the cost of administration and eases the claim for 25% 
extra in Gift Aid. Setting up a direct debit can also be done in this way.  Alternatively, call Rachel Taylor 
during office hours on 0161 817 2285.  Cheques made payable to Caritas Diocese of Salford, marked 
FAO Rachel Taylor: ADVENT APPEAL to: Caritas House, Nobby Stiles Drive, Collyhurst, Manchester M4 
4FA. Please include your full name, address and postcode, and whether you wish to gift aid the donation. 

https://dioceseofsalford.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e219dab8653b775ba8aac4c&id=cedf4a51a6&e=0379effa8f

