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The Gospel today is the beginning of a new section in Matthew, called  The Parabolic 
Discourse  - a section of parables Jesus tells the crowd, which we will read over the 
next three weeks. A parable is a story with a hidden meaning: we can easily 
remember the story, and gradually the true meaning becomes clearer and clearer. 
Today is a famous example: the Parable of the Sower. In itself it is a story that would 
easily be understood by Jesus's audience - people who lived in an agricultural 
economy. Jesus uses their understanding to make an important teaching about the 
message he has brought: it is like a seed that is thrown out and received in different 
ways - the ideal is when the seed finds good soil, and produces a crop that can be 
seen and harvested: so the ideal listener to the word is one who allows it to lodge in 
the heart, but also produces a visible result. What is the harvest we should yield, when 
we have heard the word?                                                   “A Sower went out to Sow” 

The Church wants to ensure that the safety of people is paramount so we will proceed with small steps and will 
require some trial and error. Thus, there is no rush to return to Mass; the Sunday Mass obligation is still 
dispensed while we try to implement a safe way for us to celebrate. Every church building must have a risk 
assessment and a calculation made as to how many people it can hold observing 2 metre social distancing.  

Having considered the guidelines, we have decided to resume public Mass from this Monday 13th July. 
Different churches and dioceses are applying the guidelines to suit their situations. Please note the 
following: 

Saint Gerard’s can accommodate appox 70 individual people with 2 metre safe distancing (3 single, two 
doubles (either end) or family bubble in each alternate row, stewards will direct).   

Weekday Masses will be all at 9:15 am Monday to Thursday. 

At the present time Sunday Masses will be as the normal times i.e. 6 pm vigil, 8:30 am and 10 am.  
Having the three masses with the capacity of 70 means that we can cater for the average weekend 
attendance, however in the past the average attendance at the Saturday Vigil 80, 30 for the 8:30 and 120 
for the 10 am.  Obviously with 70 capacity we can cater for the total numbers but it may mean you have 
to consider attending a different weekend Mass than usual.   

WE REMIND YOU THAT THERE IS NO OBLIGATION FOR SUNDAY MASS AT THE MOMENT.  If you 
are able to come to weekday Mass that might spread the numbers so that everyone could get to Mass 
once a week at some point leaving Sunday Mass for people who work during the week.  

• Do not enter the church if you have any of the Covid 19 symptoms. 

• The Church will be OPEN 30 minutes before Mass times please come in good time to avoid 
congestion or queuing. 

• Sanitize hands at the hand stations on entry and exit. 

• Please indicate to the stewards at the door how many you are and they will show you where to sit. 
Filling from the front and emptying from the back. 

• Consider a weekday Mass rather than a Sunday Mass if you can. 

• You are asked not to kneel down and to touch as few surfaces as possible.  

• The priest or minister will sanitize their hands immediately before and after distributing Holy 
Communion.  

Virtual Coffee Morning  -  this Sunday 12th July at 11 am via “ZOOM”  if you would like 

to join in please email our Host Rachel Ballard at rmbh36@yahoo.co.uk and she will send 

you an invitation link. 



Please pray for the Sick & Housebound of our Parish, especially those who are in Hospital or at Home away from 
their families that they may make a speedy recovery and be re-united with their families. 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased: 
Mary Winders, Gerald Ellison, Teresa Cooper, 
Margaret Mahon, Cliff Turner, Joan Rostron, 

Margaret Slater, Eunice Green & William Heyworth  

St Gerard’s, Lostock Hall 

Sat 11th July Vigil St Benedict 

Sun 12th July  15th Sunday of Year A 
The Parish 

Mon 13th July 9:15am Priests Intention 

Tues 14th July 9:15am  

Wed 15th July  St Bonaventure                (M) 
Fr Mark Silver Jubilee 

Thurs 16th July 9:15am Our Lady of Mount Carmel (S) 
Monica Sharples 

Fri 17th July   

Sat 18th July 
Vigil 

6:00 pm  

Sun 19th July  
08:30am 
10:00am 

16th Sunday of Year A 
 
The Parish 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 

Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 

Sunday Mass 9:30 am       

Monday to Friday Mass 9:30 am       

Private Prayer  5:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

 Rosary 8.00 pm 

Saturday Mass 9:30 am   7 pm Vigil 

Sunday Mass 9:30 am   11am   6:30 pm   

   

• You will be guided to Holy Communion section by section and receive only in the hand with arms 
out- stretched across a table; you will be asked to return to your place by a circuitous route.  THIS 
WILL BE DEMONSTRATED BEFORE EACH MASS. 

• Offertory boxes will be in the porch to put any envelopes or collection offerings in as you enter or 
leave the Church or you may continue the practice of putting it through the presbytery letterbox. 

• There is no offertory procession or collection during the Liturgy. 

• The Church will not be Open for Private Prayer during the week 

The Mass will be kept quite short; there will be no communal singing, the screens will be used for the 
Mass text. You may want to bring your own missal or tablet with you.  DO NOT BRING LOOSE SHEETS 
OF PAPER.  NOTHING SHOULD BE LEFT IN THE CHURCH WHEN YOU LEAVE. 

Fr Mark’s Silver Jubilee: Fr Mark is celebrating the 25th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood 
on 15 July. We had hoped to have a parish celebration next weekend but like so many other social 
gatherings in these times we will postpone it until we are able to gather and celebrate properly. On 
Wednesday 15th Fr Mark will offer a Mass of thanksgiving; there will of course be a limit to the 
numbers who can come but you may wish to join online.  PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO 
WEEKDAY MASS THIS WEDNESDAY (15TH) AT ST GERARDS. 


