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 THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  
 Year A 

12th January 2020 

It may seem strange, but this is a Christmas Feast. Not if we think of Christmas only in 
terms of the Baby in Bethlehem, but if we have followed the ideas of the Feasts of Holy 
Family and especially Epiphany, and have seen the Season in terms of the growing 
manifestation or appearing of the Son of God: first to the shepherds and then to the 
wise men from the East. Now in the River Jordan, Jesus, Son of Mary, is revealed to all 
as the fullness of all God's promises:  This is my Son, the Beloved . On this day we stand 
before the revelation of God's love for us, such that he would send his only Son into the 
world. Christmas without the Baptism of the Lord, and the words that are spoken from 
heaven, would be incomplete, since it is only in them that we fully see the wonder of 
what happened in Bethlehem, that we fully understand the reason for the joy with which 
we celebrated Christmas Day. As we come to the end of Christmas today, and look forward to hearing the 
Gospel in Ordinary Time, we do so having been shown who it is we listen to: the only Son of God, the Beloved.  

Monday 13th, Senior Citizens Get-Together 2pm 
to 4pm in the Parochial Centre. 
Tuesday 14th, Sacramental Programme meeting 
for Parents and Children in Church at 6:30 pm. 
Tuesday 14th, Sycamore (See below) 
Tuesday 14th, Parish Mission Team Meeting 7pm 
Wednesday 15th, Holy Land Insight meeting at St 
Mary’s Brownedge 7 pm to 8 pm. 
 
Altar Candle Intentions  -  From next Sunday 
which is Peace Sunday we are asking parishioners 
if they would like to have one or more of the 
candles burning at Our Lady's, St Josephs, St 
Gerard's, the Sacred Heart or the Sanctuary Lamp 
itself for their own special intentions.  The intention  
itself will be displayed with the candle and these 
burn day and night for 7 days.  We are suggesting a 
minimum donation of £5 per candle.  If you would 
like to place an intention please complete one of the 
special envelops in the porch clearing stating the 
Intention and at which location.  We cannot 
guarantee a particular week. 
 
S Y C A M O R E  -  What is Sycamore?  -  
Sycamore is an informal course about the Christian 
faith and its relevance for life today. It gives you 
space to meet other people, share ideas, explore 
your beliefs, and think about questions that really 
matter.   Each Sycamore session involves a short 
film and some time for discussion. There’s no 
pressure and no commitment. You can be yourself 
without any fear of being judged.  There’s a real 
sense of community, a spirit of friendship, some 
great conversation.  Everyone is welcome.  You can 
find out more by exploring http://www.sycamore.fm/   
The second session will commence is on 14th 
January in the narthex at St Mary’s at 7:00pm 
until 8:00pm.    

Fund Raising Group  -  The next meeting of the 
Fund Raising Group is on Monday 20th January at 
7 pm. 

BAPTISM  - The next Baptism Preparation Course 
starts on Tuesday January 21st 2020 at 7pm with 
Presentations the following Sunday 26th 
January  at 10am Mass. The second session on 
Tuesday January 28th 2020 at 7pm at the back of 
Church.  Enquiries about Baptism should be to 
Father Joe or Sister Louise at one of the weekend 
Masses.  

Parish Lottery - Lottery Subscriptions are due for 
Renewal at the end of December for the coming 
year.  New members are always welcome. If paying 
by cheque please make payable to, SRCDTR Our 
Lady of Lourdes & St Gerard Majella. Renewal is 
£60.00 for a year, £30.00 half-yearly or £15.00 
quarterly, to spread the cost.   Forms in the Porch. 
 
Hope in the Future, Living the Sunday 
Eucharist:  INTRODUCTORY RITES: Sprinkling 
with Holy Water  -  At Sunday Mass there is the 
option of a Sprinkling with Holy Water replacing the 
Penitential Rite – though it has to be said that this 
happens very rarely! Perhaps this Sunday (The 
Baptism of the Lord) and Easter are the only times 
it is frequently used. This is a shame, because it 
can give a variety and interest to the Introductory 
Rites which can sustain our understanding and 
devotion week by week. Perhaps consider using it 
more often – especially in the Easter Season, or at 
celebrations where a large number of children are 
present, or even just once a month! John the 
Baptist preached “a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins”, and this is the meaning of this 
action at this moment of the Mass. There are many 
symbolisms at work in the waters of baptism, but 
when that water is sprinkled it is a sign of cleansing 
and purification – the washing away of sin and guilt 
and all that hinders us from the joys of life in God’s 
Kingdom. In some ways this action is an extension 
of something we have already done – dipping our 
fingers in the holy water stoup on the way into 
church: that was a reminder of baptism, which 
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Parish Lottery No. 469 08/01/2020 

1st £25 No. 38 Mrs M Richardson 

2nd £10 No. 62 Mr / Mrs T Watson 

3rd £5 No. 60 Ms C Flanagan 

Offertory 4th / 5th Jan 2020 

Offertory Loose £292.72 

Offertory Envelopes £398.38 

Attendance 241 

Bingo Jackpots for 8th January 2020 

£29 £108 £49 £39 

For the Children 

washed sin away and welcomed us as children of 
God and sisters and brothers of Jesus. So to, in 
these “Introductory Rites” whose purpose is to 
draw us together and prepare us for worship, the 
Sprinkling with Holy Water can be a powerful 
moment or repentance and reconciliation. A priest 
tells a story of a parishioner who collared him after 
Easter Sunday Mass, where this rite had been 
used, complaining that “the water never touched 
me!” As a “sacramental” Church we make ample 
use of physical symbols, and should be generous 
in their use: without asking people to bring 
raincoats, if the Sprinkling with Holy Water is used, 
everyone should get wet! The chant or hymn that 
accompanies it should be both penitential and 
joyful, because Jesus, the author of baptism, has 
made holy these waters in which we celebrate our 
reconciliation. 
 
Creating a Safer Environment  Reminder  -  The 
diocesan safeguarding office have asked that 
parents be reminded of the need for them to 
supervise their children and young people at 
parish activities, events and at Mass.  It is 
important that children are not simply dropped 
off for activities unaccompanied, as there are 
robust guidelines re: the supervision ratios for all 
church activities and events.   

 
Churchyard  -  We are extremely fortunate to 
have an excellent volunteer groundsman looking 
after our Churchyard and surrounding areas.  Extra 
help is always appreciated though and will not be 
turned away!  To assist could we ask that Graves 
and the area of the Ashes Vault are kept tidy and 
old or dead flowers are removed.  Also of late 
items have been attached to the fence bordering 
the school and this is not permitted.   
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REMINDER  -  Newsletter & News & 
Views  -  If you leave something at the 
Presbytery or in Church for the 
Newsletter or News & Views please add 
your name and contact details in case 
we have to get back to you.  
Anonymous requests and items with                 
copyright may not be included.   


