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In the East, this Season of Christmas is called the ‘Time of Manifestation’, or 
Showing. Today is the ‘Feast of the Manifestation’, or the Showing of the Saviour to 
the whole world, to all nations. In the wise men who travel from the East, we see all 
the nations other than the people of Israel being welcomed at the New Temple of the 
New Covenant - the new born child in the manger. A look at the Psalm response 
shows this: “All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord.” The same is true of 
the key word in the second reading: “Revelation”. Remember that for the people of 
Israel this was to be their Messiah, come to restore their fortunes. By this feast, we 
proclaim God’s plan was to extend his salvation to men and women of every nation, 
of every time and every place - including us. In many ways this is our Christmas 
Feast, when we celebrate the Good News of the Saviour’s birth revealed at last to us.  

Congratulations to Charlotte Greer & Simon Wiles 
who were Married on Monday.  May they have 
many years of happiness together. 

Advance Notice  -  There will be No Weekday 
Masses this week at St Gerard's and NO 8:30 am 
on Sunday 12th January.  Masses at St Mary’s for 
this week are shown on the back of this bulletin. 
 
Faith Formation Group  - The Formation Group 
meets again on 8th January. 'CaFE in partnership 
with the Bible Society, have worked hard to produce 
a very user-friendly and top quality course called 
‘The Big Picture’. It is simple yet very profound, 
engaging and informative.  We will look at a single 
session of this 12 session course entitled “The 
Church” ‘'The world was created for the sake of the 
church … the church is the goal of all things.’   

Sacred Heart Guild Meeting  -  The Guild meet for 
their monthly get-together on Thursday 9th January 
at 7 p.m. in the Church Porch.  

Living the Sunday Eucharist – INTRODUCTORY 
RITES: The Greeting - Having prepared, gathered, 
sung and made the Sign of the Cross, we share a 
dialogue with the priest: “The Lord be with you. 
And with your spirit.” This is a profoundly moving 
statement, and means much more than a simple 
“Good morning”! In effect, the priest faces the 
congregation with arms outstretched and says, “My 
dear friends, brothers and sisters in the Lord, God 
is here, right now, in this holy place, as we gather in 
His name!” We can so often rush through this part 
of the Mass – it might be good just to stop and 
realise what exactly we are saying. God is here. 
Here in our church or chapel this evening or 
morning, God is here. The God who created all that 
exists, is here. The God who sent Jesus to save us, 
is here. The God who is before and after all time, is 
here. Here and now, in you and me. Look round at 
the walls of your church and see “heaven and earth 
in little space” (as an old English Christmas carol 
puts it)! Look at the faces of parishioners young and 

old and see God present in our midst! Those five 
words, “The Lord be with you” come up several 
times in the Mass, and each time they should make 
us stop and remember Mass is not just about us, 
but about God-with-Us, Emmanuel! Our response is 
equally profound: some people still feel an 
awkwardness in the change from “And also with 
you” to “And with your spirit”, but there is an 
important emphasis in these words – our greeting is 
not just to Father X, an ordinary human being just 
like everyone else, but to the priesthood of Father 
X: this will be important later, because what 
happens in Mass is the work of Jesus, not the 
priest. We begin Mass by acknowledging - or 
perhaps better reminding Father X - that the Mass 
is not his work, but that he sacrifices himself so that 
God’s grace may flow to God’s people. After all, 
when later he says “This is my Body,” it is not his 
body but Christ’s.  
 
BAPTISM  - The next Baptism Preparation Course 
starts on Tuesday January 21st 2020 at 7pm with 
Presentations the following Sunday 26th January  at 
10am Mass. The second session on Tuesday 
January 28th 2020 at 7pm at the back of 
Church.  Enquiries about Baptism should be to 
Father Joe or Sister Louise at one of the weekend 
Masses.  

S Y C A M O R E  -  What is Sycamore?  -  
Sycamore is an informal course about the Christian 
faith and its relevance for life today. It gives you 
space to meet other people, share ideas, explore 
your beliefs, and think about questions that really 
matter.   Each Sycamore session involves a short 
film and some time for discussion. There’s no 
pressure and no commitment. You can be yourself 
without any fear of being judged.  There’s a real 
sense of community, a spirit of friendship, some 
great conversation.  Everyone is welcome.  You can 
find out more by exploring http://www.sycamore.fm/   
The first session will commence on Jan 7th 
2020 in the narthex at St Mary’s at 7:00pm until 
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Parish Lottery No. 468 02/01/2020 

1st £25 No. 51 Mrs F Cottam 

2nd £10 No. 22 Mr F Page 

3rd £5 No. 72 Mr M Nisbet 

Offertory 28th / 29th Dec  2019 

Offertory Loose £271.70 

Offertory Envelopes £234.97 

Attendance 198 

Bingo Jackpots for 8th January 2020 

£28 £107 £48 £38 

For the Children 

8:00pm.   Look out for posters, Facebook and 
Website soon.    

Parish Lottery - Lottery Subscriptions are due for 
Renewal at the end of December for the coming 
year.  New members are always welcome. If 
paying by cheque please make payable to, 
SRCDTR Our Lady of Lourdes & St Gerard 
Majella. Renewal is £60.00 for a year, £30.00 half-
yearly or £15.00 quarterly, to spread the cost.   
Forms in the Porch. 
 
European Art Through English Eyes:  Event at 
the Christian Heritage Centre, Stonyhurst - BB7 
9PZ.  An evening talk given by Professor Keith 
Hanley exploring the Christian spirit of European 
art through the eyes of Victorian polymath, John 
Ruskin. This talk will take place on 23rd January 
2020 at 7:30pm (doors opening at 7:00pm). 
Rooms available for a discounted rate for this 
attending this event. To book or for information, 
please visit: https://christianheritagecentre.com/
event/ruskin-talk/ or call 01254 827 074 or 
email events@christianheritagecentre.com 
 
Creating a Safer Environment  Reminder  -  The 
diocesan safeguarding office have asked that 
parents be reminded of the need for them to 
supervise their children and young people at 
parish activities, events and at Mass.  It is 
important that children are not simply dropped 
off for activities unaccompanied, as there are 
robust guidelines re: the supervision ratios for all 
church activities and events.   

Christmas 24th / 25th Dec  2019 

Offertory Loose £889.19 

Offertory Envelopes £444.15 

Attendance 572 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 

Sunday 5th Jan 9:30 am     11:00 am      6:30 pm 

Monday 6th Jan 9:10 am 

Tuesday 7th Jan 9:10 am 

Wednesday 8th Jan 9:10 am     

Thursday 9th Jan 9:10 am.   11:00 am (SCH)  

Friday 10th Jan 9:10 am      

Saturday 11th Jan 9:30 am     Vigil 7 pm 

Sunday 12th Jan 9:30 am     11:00 am      6:30 pm 

REMINDER  -  Newsletter & News & 
Views  -  If you leave something at the 
Presbytery or in Church for the 
Newsletter or News & Views please add 
your name and contact details in case 
we have to get back to you.  
Anonymous requests and items with                 
copyright may not be included.   


