
The Second Sunday of Christmas   Year C  
                      

2nd January 2022 

At the heart of today’s Gospel we are told that “the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us”.  The Word became flesh; why does John us this expression “flesh”? 
Could he not have said, in a more elegant way, that the Word was made man? No, 
he uses the word flesh because it indicates our human condition in all its weakness, 
in all it frailty.  He tells us that God became fragile so he could touch our fragility up 
close. Thus, from the moment the Lord became flesh, nothing about our life is 
extraneous to him.  There is nothing that he scorns, we can share everything with 
him, everything.  God became flesh to tell us, to tell you that he loves you right there 
that he loves us right there, in our frailties, in your frailties, right there, where we are 
most ashamed, where you are most ashamed.  This is bold, God’s decision is bold; 
he came flesh precisely where very often we are ashamed, he enters into out shame, 
to become our brother, to share the path of life. 

THIS WEEK  -  Mass on Monday is at 9:15 am.  
On Wednesday morning at 9:30 am there will a 
Requiem Mass for Theresa Yates and at 7:00 pm 
a Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of the Epiphany.   
Mass on Thursday at the usual time of 9:15 am 

CAFOD is combining efforts with the Disaster 
Emergency Committee to launch the Afghanistan 
Crisis Appeal.  In Afghanistan, 8 million people are 
on the brink of famine because of drought, 
collapsing economy, food shortages, conflict, and 
COVID. CAFOD is supporting sister Caritas 
agencies to reach communities most in need with 
food, clean water, and fuel. During Advent, when we 
open ourselves to the needs of others, let’s do all 
that we can to save lives. You can donate on the 
CAFOD website: cafod.org.uk/AfghanistanAppeal 
and please pray for the people of Afghanistan.  

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer   -  1st / 2nd Jan -  Let 
us pray for the people of the parish of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel with St. John Bosco, Blackley, and for 
Father Anthony, their parish priest.   We pray for the 
sisters of the Cross and Passion and for their parish 
primary schools.  May Mary, Mother of God, confirm 
them all in their mission. 
 

VISITING THE CHURCHYARD  -  Please advise 
elderly relatives or anyone unsteady on their feet to 
only visit the Churchyard when accompanied by a 
relative or friend.  Although we have CCTV covering 
some of the area these are not monitored 24/7 and 
a recent incident has highlighted the fact that 
someone could fall and not be seen or heard for 
some considerable time. 
 

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased: 
Teresa Yates, Robert Clarke, James Wright,  
Pam Meakin, Jim Stokes,  John Brakewell  

and Jenny Adams. 

PARISH LOTTERY  -  If you would like to join the 
lottery for 2022 application forms are in the porch.  
 
Covid-19 Update   -  With respect to the current 
situation with the Omicron variant it is important to 
ensure the following points are followed in our 
churches: 

• If you or anyone in your household are displaying 
any symptoms of covid-19 stay at home and do 
not travel to church or participate in person. 

• Use the hand sanitiser available at Church. 

• Wearing of face covering (both nose and mouth) 
is compulsory in our church. 

• Good ventilation and air throughput the building; 
will mean it is colder in Church  - wrap up well! 

• We strongly encourage you to get vaccinated and 
have the booster jab when called. 

• Our Eucharistic Ministers engaged in pastoral 
ministry which involves ministry to the 
housebound, sick and vulnerable, should take 
regular lateral flow tests to ensure they are safe to 
do so.  These are free from the NHS. 

The Bishops, now having reflected on the current 
situation in England and Wales, recognise that the 
causes and effects of the pandemic are still present 
to such a degree that the absolute duty for all to 
freely attend the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration 
cannot yet be fulfilled. 

As such, they have asked that all Catholics now 
reflect on the centrality of the Eucharist to their own 
life of faith and take into consideration their personal 
circumstances and the reasons as to whether they 
can now attend the Sunday Eucharistic Celebration 
or otherwise. Should a person feel that grave cause 
honestly persists in their personal circumstances, 
there is no sin associated with their non-attendance 
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Offertory 24th /26th December 2021 

Offertory Loose £660:69 

Offertory Envelopes £334:70 

Attendance 323  (Christmas Eve/Day 258) 

Bingo Jackpots for 5/1/22 

£36 £61 £36 £36 

St Gerard’s, Lostock Hall  

Sat 1st Jan 
Vigil 

5.30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Confessions 
Kathleen & John Paul 
Bowman RIP 

Sun 2nd Jan 
 

 
9:30 am 
10:00 am 

2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Confessions 
The Parish 

Mon 3rd Jan 9:15 am Sacred Heart Guild 

Tues 4th Jan 9:15 am Sick/Infirm & deceased 
Clergy 

Wed 5th Jan 
 
Vigil 

9:30 am 
 
7:00 pm 

Requiem for Teresa Yates 
The Epiphany 
Peter Craven 

Thurs 6th Jan  
9:15 am 

The Epiphany 
Helen Ward 

Friday 7th Jan  NO MASS 

Sat 8th Jan 
Vigil 

5.30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Confessions 
William & Lily Neville  

Sun 9th Jan 
 

 
9:30 am 
10:00 am 

The Baptism of the Lord 
Confessions 
The Parish 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 
Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 

Sunday Mass 9:30 am 11:00 am  & 6:30 

Mon Tue Wed Fri Mass 9:30 am       

The Epiphany 
Thursday 6th 

Mass 9:30 am  4:30 pm & 7:30 pm 

Open for  
Private Prayer 

Tuesday 
Thursday 

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

Saturday Mass 9:30 am   7 pm Vigil 

at Mass, and they are encouraged to devote 
themselves to prayer at home. This may be 
achieved either through personal prayer or by 
participating with a live-streamed celebration of 
Mass from a Church. 

CHURCH BOILER - We have had further 
breakdowns and flooding in the cellar since we 
started the appeal and the heating may or may not 
be working this weekend.  So far you have added 
£3975 to what we started with making a total 
now of £10,975.  We need another £2025 in order 
to raise an order with the chosen supplier.  We 
still need to work towards the £19,000 + total of 
course. Thank you. 
 
Confirmations  - In 2016 our Diocese decided to 
move the age of confirmation from year 3 to year 8. 
Our plans to launch a new programme last year 
were affected by the pandemic, however, we hope 
to do this now. Our Lady’s and St Gerard’s will be 
working in a parish cluster with St Patrick’s and St 
Mary’s parish Brownedge.  We are inviting any 
young people in year 8 and 9 (or older if they have 
not already been confirmed) to register to make the 
Sacrament of Confirmation next June. The 
preparation course will begin soon. Please complete 
the registration forms available at the back of church 
or electronically online at https://forms.gle/
n7fk2ZVeHamgLZKQA , on the parish website or 
Facebook page. Forms will also be distributed 
through the Catholic High Schools and can be 
returned to the parish or the High School.   
 
Congratulations  -  Last Sunday Luke Stringfellow 
was presented with a specially commissioned 
plaque to commemorate his 25 years as an Altar 
Server at St Gerard’s.  Other Photographs and 
comments can be viewed on our Facebook page, 
which has been viewed over 4000 times for this 
particular post.  
 
LOSTOCK HALL  -  Highest Covid rate in South 
Ribble in week ending 23rd December as 
reported in Lancashire Post.  Please ensure you 
comply with our Covid prevention measures 
overleaf. 

Please Pray for the Sick and Housebound and for those who have asked for your Prayers. 


