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In the Cycle of Sunday Readings, the oldest are those of Year A in Lent   these Gospels have 
accompanied the Church for many centuries. We must realise why: Lent was originally the time of 
immediate preparation of candidates for Baptism at Easter (something 
which has been reintroduced to the Church by RCIA): those already 
baptised used it as a time to prepare for the renewal of Baptismal 
promises. This is why so much of the Scripture in Lent is about Baptism, 
New Life and Salvation. What is the new life of Baptism? What are we set 
free from? What is sin? We begin Lent by hearing about sin and 
temptation; the Gospel will tell us of Jesus  own temptations, something he shares with us, though he did 
not sin. The other Scripture readings prepare us for the Gospel, in which Jesus, the new Adam, triumphs 
over temptation.  

SYCAMORE  -  The next session is on Tuesday 
3rd March in the narthex at St Mary’s at 7:00pm 
until 8:00pm.    

Mercy Brothers Concert. Thank you to everyone 
who attended the concert which was a sell out 
success.  
 
Holy Land Pilgrimage  -  A Final planning meeting 
will take place on Sunday 1st March when the 
Tour Operator will be present.  This will be at 7:30 
pm in the Narthex at St. Mary’s Bamber bridge after 
the evening Mass.  
 
Faith Formation  -  The Wednesday evening 
sessions have been suspended for a month or so 
as during Lent we will be meeting every 
Wednesday.  We will be looking at the book “In the 
Grip of Light - The Dark and bright Journey of 
Christian Contemplation”. Dates are 4/3, 11/3, 
25/3 and 1/4 all 7 pm to 8 pm.  During Holy Week 
on 8th April we will be viewing the a Film on the 
Shroud of Turing again 7 pm to 8 pm.     
 
CAFOD Lenten Family Fast Day is on Friday 6th 
March. If you haven’t been given an envelope, 
could you please take one from the table at the 
back of church and return it in the collection basket 
the following weekend. 
 
Stations of the Cross  -  There will be Stations of 
the cross each Friday evening during Lent at 7 pm. 

Coronavirus  & Seasonal Flu Precautions  -  The 
Catholic Bishops of England & Wales have issued 
advice on the above and parishes have been asked 
to re-iterate advice which has always applied and to 
emphasis good hygiene in particular if you have a 
Cold or Flu symptoms to refrain from taking 
communion from the Chalice and to receive the 
host on the hand only.  At the present time the 
advice is that these simple precautions are 
sufficient but should things change additional 
precaution's can be implemented. 
 
Parish Lottery  -  If you are a WINNER in our 
Parish Lottery please collect your winnings from 
one of the Sacristans after Mass. 
 
Parish Lottery - Subscriptions are due for Renewal 
at the end of March for those paying quarterly. New 
members are always welcome. £15 per quarter, 
£30 for half year and £60 for the year. 
 
Altar Candle Intentions  -  If you would like to 
place an intention please complete one of the 
special envelops in the porch clearly stating the 
Intention and at which location. We are suggesting 
a minimum donation of £5 per candle.  There is a 
’dates taken’ notice in the porch which indicates 
dates and locations which are available.  Please 
don’t write on this but use it as a guide when 
requesting your Intentions. 
 
Hope in the Future, Living the Sunday Eucharist:  
LITURGY OF THE WORD: The First Reading -  
Last week we talked about the structure of the 
Sunday readings, and talked about the First reading 
being an “introduction” to the Gospel. We now read 
more of the Old Testament through the three year 
cycle than ever before, though sometimes the 
readings chosen can be challenging. The Old 
Testament is a story spanning many centuries, 
written in many different styles, but always 
articulating the Covenant – the special relationship 
God forged with the Chosen People (“Testament” is 
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Parish Lottery No. 476 26/02/2020 

1st £25 No. 27 Mrs G Robinson 

2nd £10 No. 84 Ms Shirley Russo 

3rd £5 No. 66 Mrs S Walker 

Offertory 23rd / 24th Feb 2020 

Offertory Loose £383.55 

Offertory Envelopes £208.47 

Attendance 232 

Bingo Jackpots for 4th March 2020 

£36 £115 £28 £29 

For the Children 

another word for “Covenant”). This Covenant is 
completed by Jesus in all he said and did, most 
especially the “Paschal Mystery” – his death and 
resurrection. So in our faith, Jesus “completes” the 
first reading from the Old Testament. We should 
take care never to rush into the Liturgy of the Word 
– sometimes First Readings are quite short, and it 
is possible for a congregation still to be settling 
down when the reader gets to “The Word of the 
Lord”! Whoever is proclaiming the first reading 
should make a point of studying the Gospel too – 
since this will help them emphasise those parts of 
their reading which “point to” the Gospel. The Old 
Testament can be forbidding sometimes: the 
Church has selected passages which have a 
resonance for us because of Jesus – try and be 
open to the fascinating story of God’s people 
journeying through the centuries. This journey is 
continued in Eastertide, when the first readings tell 
the story of the early Church (after the resurrection) 
from the book of Acts. There is a fuller explanation 
of the way these readings work in the Introduction 
to the Lectionary* which is worth having a look 
at! Sometimes there is a deeper structure: for 
example in Lent Year A the first readings follow a 
sequence week by week – they take us through 
some of the most important moments of the Old 
Testament, meeting Adam, Abraham, Moses and 
David – but always with a “sacramental” emphasis 
– water, oil, breath and life – which is pointing to the 
celebration and renewal of Baptism at Easter. 
 
CAFOD Coffee Mornings  -  St Mary’s 
Brownedge will be holding Coffee Mornings every 
Friday in LENT starting on 6th March.  These 
will be from 9:45 am to 11 am.   There are an 
increasing number of our parishioners attending 
these mornings why not join them one week. 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 

Sunday 1st March 9:30 am     11:00 am      6:30 pm 

Monday 2nd March 9:10 am 

Tuesday 3rd March 9:10 am 

Wednesday 4th March 9:10 am     

Thursday 5th March 9:10 am.   11:00 am (SCH)  

Friday 6th March 7.00 am     9:10 am      

Saturday 7th March 9:30 am     Vigil 7 pm 

Sunday 8th March 9:30 am     11:00 am      6:30 pm 

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta  - As Lent is the time 

for greater love, listen to Jesus' thirst...'Repent and 

believe' Jesus tells us. What are we to repent? Our 

indifference, our hardness of heart. What are we to 

believe? Jesus thirsts even now, in your heart and in 

the poor -- He knows your weakness. He wants only 

your love, wants only the chance to love you."  


