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 Epidemic Danger and Catholic 
Sacraments 

 
  The first article this month is by 
Thomas Joseph White, O.P., 
director of the Thomistic Institute 
in Rome and is well worth 
reading as it compares the 
current situation with what has 
happened in similar 
circumstances over the centuries. 
 
   May is the Month of the 
Rosary and Pope Francis has 
asked  everyone to rediscover 
the beauty of praying the Rosary 
at home in the month of May. 
This can be done either as a 
group or individually; you can 
decide according to your own 
situations, making the most of 
both opportunities. The key to 
doing this is always simplicity, 
and it is easy also on the internet 
to find good models of prayers to 
follow. 
 
   He also provided two prayers to 
Our Lady that you can recite at 
the end of the Rosary, and that 
he will pray in the month of May, 
in spiritual union with all of us. 
They can be found on pages 13, 
14 and 15. 

Father Mark and Father Joe are putting together a Marian Songs of Praise for 
May, if you have any favourite Marian Hymns or images please send them in 
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We have been involved in selling Used Cars for over 25 
years. 

 
As a family firm, our aims is to provide a friendly, 

professional service providing  good quality  hand picked 
pre owned cars with no pressure selling. 

 
Our vehicles come with a full 12 months MOT,  HPi clear and 

a thorough check over by our fully qualified mechanics. 

Bring this booklet with you and we will donate £25  
to St Gerard's Church. 

 
Please note we are now located at our new Premises on 

Doodstone Nook, Lostock Hall. 
 

Address 
4 - 8 Doodstone Nook 

Lostock Hall  
Preston, Lancashire 

PR55AQ 
 

Telephone: 01772 330744             Mobile:        07836 789446 
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Parish Diary  
May 2020 

        MAY 2020 

3rd Fourth Sunday of Easter 

4th English Martyrs 

10th Fifth Sunday of Easter 

14th St Matthias 

17th Sixth Sunday of Easter 

21st The Ascension of the 
Lord 

24th Seventh Sunday of 
Easter 

25th St Bede the Venerable 

26th St Philip Neri 

27th St Augustine of Canterbury 

31st Pentecost Sunday 

From 2nd December The 
is open at the 

But please check in advance if 

Father Joe is not available on 
Fridays: in an emergency please 
contact St Marys Brownedge or 

St Mary’s, Brownedge 
Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 

Sunday 9:30 am      11:00 am       6:30 pm 

Monday 9:10 am   

Tuesday 9:10 am   

Wednesday 9:10 am   

Thursday 9:10 am   

Friday 9:10 am     

Saturday 9:30 am Vigil 7 pm  

Sunday 9:30 am 11:00 am       6:30 pm 

      JUNE 2020 

4th Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Eternal High Priest 

5th St Boniface 

7th The Most Holy Trinity 

11th St Barnabas 

13th St Anthony of Padua 

14th The Most Holy Body & 
Blood of Christ 

19th The Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 

20th The Immaculate Heart of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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Epidemic Danger and Catholic Sacraments 
by Thomas Joseph White 4 . 9 . 20  

    
   As the Church enters a Triduum where a great majority of the faithful lack 
public access to the sacraments, I’d like to offer some reflections that stand in 
sharp contrast to those currently being promoted by the editor of First Things, 
my friend Rusty Reno, regarding the current pandemic, civic responsibility, 
and access to the sacraments. In fact, I take his views to be rather 
misguided, though well-intentioned, and am grateful for his magnanimity in 
inviting me to offer an alternative position. I realize the issues are fraught, 
and anyone’s view is necessarily subject to a fair amount of fallible prudential 
judgment. I hope, however, to at least ground my arguments in both Catholic 
principles and a realistic assessment of our current situation, so as to 
develop what I think are measured and appropriate positions.  
 
On the Civic Response of Quarantine Measures 
 
   My first claim is based on a basic given of natural law. The state has a 
fundamental obligation to protect human life, especially when it is gravely 
threatened. This obligation is compounded in a time of epidemic if there is a 
danger of a generalized collapse of the medical system through a rapid and 
overwhelming influx of new cases of a deadly disease, which COVID-19 
certainly is. In a context where the medical system breaks down, deaths from 
the disease multiply and many other maladies cannot be safely treated. The 
state, then, has a moral obligation to seek to halt or slow the spread of the 
disease. In requesting a thoroughgoing but temporary quarantine, 
governments across the world are following both traditional, time-tested 
procedure and proven scientific advice. In doing so they are acting in accord 
with human inclinations to protect life that are both basic and intrinsically 
good, even ineradicably so, despite the effects of sin on political 
organizations. Civic governments are wounded by sin, but not radically 
depraved. They can still pursue and uphold basic natural goods, as they are 
seeking to do in this case. 
 
   Furthermore, because temporary (two to three months) quarantine 
measures are the essential key to stemming transmission rates so that 
societies can learn to deal with this illness more competently, quarantine is 
also a necessary first step in the restoration of public economic well-being 
and civic freedoms. Opposing the two (health vs. civic flourishing) is 
scientifically unrealistic and ethically irresponsible.  
 
   The Catholic perspective on the common good and solidarity can and 
should naturally align with the act of public reason requiring temporary 
quarantine, not protest it in the name of a misbegotten exaggerated 
libertarianism. It is true that Christians can and should maintain measured 
reserve regarding political regimes and the state, especially when they 

https://www.firstthings.com/featured-author/thomas-joseph-white
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Marriages 
At least six months notification of Marriage is required.  Pre-marriage instruc-
tion is mandatory and organised by the Diocese.  Please telephone 335387 

to arrange Notification and Preparation.  

     CONTACT 

Advertising                John Corrigan  316295 
Altar Servers    David Walker  629701 
A.P.F.& Sacristan   Christine Flanagan 334723 
Blessed Sacrament Guild     335387 
Bowling Club    Warwick Hesmondhalgh 339700 
CAFOD     Margaret Cronin 336475 
Catechists & Sacramental Programme    335387 
Children's Liturgy Group   Bridget Nisbet  324740 
Choir     Jim Stokes              316574  
Organist    Neil Coupe  322976  
Drama Group                                           Grace Robinson             337844  
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers  Michael Quinlan  467306 
Flowers                                                    Irene Crook              611513  
Football Club    Phil Tinsley          07775890667 
Fund Raising Group      335387 
Gift Aid                  John Robinson     335387 
News & Views, Website , Printers David Walker  629701 
Majella Companions   Sister Louise  335387 
Marriage Registrars               Margaret Cronin 336475 
     Ann Quinlan  467306 
Parochial Centre                  Frank Redfearn  338285 
Piety Shop    Vivian Page  313910 
P.T.A.      Ross Free  339691 
Sacred Heart Guild   Mary Hardman  468311 
Safeguarding Officer  Colette Kingswood  07769690874         
                                               or   Colette.kingswood@virginmedia.com  
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors) Jackie McNally  335025 
Senior Citizens Organisers              Linda Walsh         311654 
                                                                Gloria Duffell  339966  
Youth Representative   Lee McNulty         07478703414 
 
Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the 
editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk The last day for submissions is 
the 20th of each month.  

www.saintgerards.org.uk 
 

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us publish 
your details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Joe at 

(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon 
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data 

is required to protect public safety.  

Parish Organisations 

mailto:info@parishname.org.uk
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Sundays: 
 
Saturday Vigil    6:00 p.m. 
Sunday              8:30 a.m. 
                        10:00 a.m. 
Weekdays:   
 
Monday    6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday    9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday    9:15 a.m. 
Thursday    9:15 p.m. 
Friday     NO MASS. 
 
Holydays:  
   
Eve     6:30 p.m. 
Day     9:15 a.m. 
      
Reconciliation: Confessions 
before Weekend Masses. 
 
Exposition of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
Monday             18:00 to 18:30
   

Father Joseph Gee 
Sister Louise Shields RNDM 

The Presbytery 
17C Brownedge Road 

Lostock Hall 
Preston 

PR5 5AA 
Tel: 01772 335387 

 
In an  Emergency please phone 

either 
St Marys Brownedge  335168 
St Mary’s Leyland 455955 

St Catherine's Farrington 421174  

St Patricks W-L-Dale 253709 or  
St Teresa’s Penwortham on 

743337  

The Primary School  335025 
  The Parochial Centre  339459 
 

Weekly Services Parish Directory 

Baptisms 
 
Are normally conducted on the first and third Sunday of each month 
at 12:00 noon.  Baptism Preparations currently take place every  
few months on two successive Wednesday evenings at 7 pm.  Please 
telephone the Parish Priest or Sister on 335387 for details. 

 Contacts 

No Priest! What do we do? 
If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend 
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been 
trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace 

the Mass.    Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and 
there is no time to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is 
available.    There may be occasions when the 8.30am Mass on a 

Sunday is cancelled, but the Saturday 6pm and Sunday 10am 
Masses will be as usual.  
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illegitimately ignore the moral obligations of natural law or encroach upon 
arenas of religious freedom. But Christians should also be on guard against 
exaggerated individualism, magical thinking that ignores scientific evidence, 
and religiously rationalized narcissism. Protesting quarantine because it 
disrupts one’s lifestyle choices can be a sign of displaced individualism, 
denial of reality, and bourgeois entitlement. Furthermore, it is obvious at this 
time that the national community must agree on measures of public health as 
a precursor to resolving larger political and religious disagreements. Here 
Christians should exhibit a sense of solidarity in pursuing the common good, 
and foster a sense of greater empathy for those who are especially 
vulnerable: the elderly, those with pre-existing medical conditions, people 
with disabilities, and the poor who frequently have a lower quality of health, 
to say nothing of the young and ordinarily healthy people who are also dying 
from this disease. To cause division on the fundamental good of protecting 
human life during a pandemic by way of moderate quarantine measures 
seems to belie these efforts.   
 
Sacraments in an Era of Pandemic 
 
   The first thing to be said about the suspension of public masses is that it is 
not innovative nor is there any evidence that it stems from undue influence of 
a secular mentality. In fact, there is clear evidence that in medieval and 
modern Europe, as well as in the U.S., this form of response on the part of 
the Church is a very traditional and time-tested one. St. Charles Borromeo 
has been mentioned much in these discussions. He closed the churches of 
Milan due to a plague in 1576–77. During this time, he arranged for masses 
to be celebrated outside and at street intersections so that people could 
watch from their windows. There wasn’t any question of distributing 
communion since it would have been rather unusual in this period for most 
people to receive regularly at mass. This lasted about two years. There are 
many other medieval and early modern examples that could be cited, but 
much more recently, in 1918, the churches in many parts of the United 
States closed for public worship during the Spanish Flu. In New Orleans 
(hardly a Protestant city) the city ordered that churches had to close, which 
did prompt some outcry from Catholic pastors who said that this had not 
been done during earlier epidemics. They were in error. Old moral theology 
manuals classically indicate that one of the reasons a priest can celebrate 
mass privately without a server is due to plague, which shows that earlier 
moralists understood that priests might not be able to celebrate publicly 
during such times. The bottom line is that the Catholic Church generally did 
whatever was reasonable to prevent the spread of disease and to comply 
with rational city ordinances. It chafed a little and pushed back against things 
that seemed unreasonable, but when it needed to suspend gatherings for 
mass, it did so. By contrast, in 1918 some Christian Scientists in the U.S. 
refused to close churches based on the premise of their spiritual superiority, 
and argued that if they were pious enough, the gathering would not be 
affected by the illness, nor would they transmit it to others. Here nature is 
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Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of 
mercies, that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace 
may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so 
that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their 
hearts be opened to confidence and trust. 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are 
on the front line of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save 
others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity 
and continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests 
who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to 
help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in 
scientific research, that they may find effective solutions to overcome 
this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity 
they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life 
and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by 
farsightedness and solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds 
invested in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on 
promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from 
occurring in the future. 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great 
family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of 
fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of 
poverty and need. Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, 
constant in prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress 
and pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us 
from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal 
course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do 
we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. 
Amen. 
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I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the 
Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of 
you. I include them with this letter so that they are available to everyone. 

Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our 
Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome 
this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, especially those suffering most 
greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great affection I 
send you my blessing. 

FIRST PRAYER 
O Mary, You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and 
hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the 
cross, were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith. 

“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, and we know that you 
will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee,   joy and celebration may return 
after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 
and to do what Jesus tells us. For he took upon himself our suffering, and 
burdened himself with our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of 
the Resurrection. Amen. 

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and 
Blessed Virgin. 

SECOND PRAYER 
“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and 
anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under 
your protection. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus 
pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who 
have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close 
to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order 
to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope 
those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences 
for the economy and employment. 
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The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of September 2018

replaced by an appeal to permanent miracle, and common sense and natural 
reason have given way to vain spiritual presumption. This is what good old-
fashioned theology calls a heresy.   
 
   Secondly, it is in fact seriously unethical to attribute to the leaders of the 
Catholic Church the principal intention of selfishly trying to protect themselves 
from getting sick. (The technical word here is “calumny.”) Bishops and priests 
do have the right to try to avoid getting sick, as a matter of fact, and it is a 
natural right that cannot be denied to them even if one disagrees with their 
prudential decisions. More to the point, they also can infect older members of 
their communities who will be likely to die. (As I write this, two older 
Dominican priests I know have died from the virus this past week, and 
dozens of others are struggling with the illness. I wonder how many of my 
confreres will have to die before critics will concede that it is reasonable for 
younger priests who live in rectories with them to take serious precautions?) 
But this set of concerns, while legitimate, is in fact secondary. The primary 
issue the bishops are concerned with is the protection of others. This virus 
spreads through social contact, purely and simply. Often those who have it 
are asymptomatic and can transmit it even when they think they are healthy 
enough to say mass or attend mass. If priests have public masses, and then 
they visit anyone who is older than 50, or if they visit the sick and then say 
public masses, they will help spread the illness both indirectly (by gathering 
people together) and directly (by becoming transmitters). Under these 
conditions the temporary suspension of public masses is not only reasonable, 
but strongly morally defensible.  
 
   This is the case even when there are also priests who decide to heroically 
expose themselves to the illness for the sake of others and their spiritual 
care. In the Catholic tradition, the practice of heroic virtue on the part of 
priests and religious is not mandated but should be invited and lauded. Even 
here, however, one has to be reasonably prudent. It is one thing to make a 
martyr of one’s self, and another thing to eradicate a nursing home in the 
process. In a case like this, priests may only minister to those who are 
infected if they themselves are taking sufficient precautions not to infect 
others, which requires some kind of ongoing quarantine for the duration of 
the crisis (at least in its most acute phase). This is precisely the practice that 
has been undertaken in my own Dominican province (and I’ve heard of other 
such cases in both Italy and the U.S.), where members of the province living 
under quarantine apart from others are ministering to the sick. The decision is 
not a trivial one. At least one priest I know has already contracted the illness 
and recovered, but is back again serving at the hospital. In Italy, meanwhile, 
the fact that the churches are not having public masses allows for the priests 
to visit the sick either at home or in the hospital. In doing so, many of them 
have contracted the illness and some of them have died as a result. What 
this approach prevents is priests spreading the illness either to healthy laity 
or other priests, who in turn may die from it.  
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WHITFIRE SHAVINGS 

& 
SAWDUST SUPPLIES 

LTD 
 

HEATHERFIELD WORKS, CHURCH LANE 
FARINGTON MOSS, LEYLAND,  

 TEL: PRESTON 335178 Fax: 629843 

A L A N  J O Y C E  
 U N I S E X  H A I R  D E S I G N 

BY Top Stylist 

Tel: 01772 251 681          
  34 GLOVERS COURT 

PRESTON, PR1 3LS 

 
Residential and Dementia Care for the Elderly 

Quality Care  -  Friendly Staff   -  Visitors Welcome 

34 Wateringpool Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston PRR5 5AP 

Tel: 01772 626151         www.lostocklodge.com 

       News and Views Page 13   

Parish Organisations, 

BOWLING CLUB 
 

   Normally we would have 
started our bowling season by 
this time of the year, but as we 
all know most sports including 
ours are cancelled, and our 
efforts in getting our green 
prepared for the bowling season 
have stopped. But our 
replacement greensman Charles 
Brown with the help of his wife 
Jean are keeping the green cut 
and tidy for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
   Unfortunately there has been a 
couple of people associated with 
our bowling club who have 
passed away recently , Bill 
Heyworth who was a captain and 
committee member and a top 
bowler in this area and who had 
also  played at  Lostock Hall 
Conservatives and won 
Presidents Day at both clubs no 
mean achievement 
 
   One of the memories of Bill 
that I remember apart from his 
excellent bowling was his 
captaincy, he would write all the 
teams and players results down 
in his book and refer to it over 
the seasons, when a game was 
due and if he thought that you 
would be up against a bowler 
you had struggled against 
previously he would move you to 
play another player when the 
team sheets were sorted with the 

other captain before the start of 
the game.      
 
   Also Frank McGahey who 
passed away after a long illness 
he also had affiliations to two 
bowling clubs, a long time spent 
with Lostock Hall Labour club 
playing at the Railway, and with 
St Gerard’s although he never 
played for any of our teams his 
wife Florrie who was captain of 
our Ladies team and his son 
Geoff played for us for many 
years 
 
W R Hesmondhalgh 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The month of May is approaching, 
a time when the People of God 
express with particular intensity 
their love and devotion for the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. It is 
traditional in this month to pray the 
Rosary at home within the family. 
The restrictions of the pandemic 
have made us come to appreciate 
all the more this “family” aspect, 
also from a spiritual point of view. 
For this reason, I want to 
encourage everyone to rediscover 
the beauty of praying the Rosary 
at home in the month of May. This 
can be done either as a group or 
individually; you can decide 
according to your own situations, 
making the most of both 
opportunities. The key to doing 
this is always simplicity, and it is 
easy also on the internet to find 
good models of prayers to follow. 

The Month of the Rosary 
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        Mob: 07432 604762 
         
        Tel: 01772 611262 
 
 

Liam Henderson 
Hedges, Bushes, Trees, 
Fencing, Borders, Lawns Cut 

Aspendale Close 
Longton 
Preston 

 
Proprietors: Barry Barker & Ian Humphries 

TYRES - BATTERIES  - EXHAUSTS  -  AIR CONDITIONING 

T:01772 323557 

UNIT 14 Tardy Gate Mill, Coote Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston 
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   In saying this I am presuming that some essential services can and should 
be made available to the laity, such as keeping churches open for public 
prayer or Eucharistic adoration with spatial distancing. Churches should be 
able to provide confessions in safe circumstances, facilitate anointings, and 
carry out private marriage ceremonies and baptisms, all under the guidance 
of due prudence. I'm also presuming that the measures enacted by the 
bishops are temporary, as clearly they are intended to be. A worldwide 
pandemic of this nature is not an ordinary event, and thus leads to many 
uncertainties in the short and long term. That the Church should suspend 
public masses temporarily is defensible as the most reasonable course of 
action given the novel and unpredictable nature of the illness. It is 
objectively the best course in such circumstances to err on the side of safety 
in the protection of life. This gives one time to re-evaluate. Once the 
quarantine reaches some initial degree of success, standards of practice will 
evolve and there will be questions of how to safely re-engage public 
sacramental practices while minimizing public risks. This is not 
bourgeois reasoning. It is prudential public responsibility.  
 
What is Our Current Task? Hope, Interiority, Christian Empathy 
 
   We might ask, what should we be doing as a Church in this time, one that 
is extremely trying for a great number of people, both religious and non-
religious alike? Currently around 1800 to 2000 people are dying in the U.S. 
daily from this virus, the vast majority of whom would not have died if it had 
not broken out three months ago. These are not mere statistics. These are 
people’s parents, brothers and sisters, children, friends, and loved ones. 
The medical staff of our country are currently experiencing the greatest 
medical crisis in generations, and it is costing them a tremendous amount 
spiritually and physically. In Italy over 100 physicians and 20 nurses have 
died from the illness in just two months. Something similar is to be expected 
in the U.S. and is already happening across much of Europe. These people 
go to work every day knowing that they might die, and along with janitors, 
grocery store clerks, and public transport personnel, they are risking their 
lives for others. Currently priests like myself are being contacted daily by 
people struggling with the illness or with the death of loved ones. We are 
living in a time that is deeply troubling for many of our fellow human beings. 
 
   In this context the instinctual move of some conservative Christian 
commentators to practice social criticism while fomenting division among 
priests, bishops, and laity is spiritually corrosive. (What does it do to a 
priest’s soul, by the way, when we incite him to break the vow he made to 
God to obey his bishop?) Nor is it helpful to utter the tone-deaf claim that 
the COVID-19 pandemic is not so bad and that people are overreacting. 
People are not overreacting when they grieve as their patients, friends, or 
family members die by the thousands. In fact, the Christian message in this 
context is one of basic evangelical hope. What we are to learn first in this 
crisis is that there is life after death, that God loves those who die, that there 
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Brownedge Christians Together  
Food Bank 

St. Mary’s Priory Brownedge Lane 
Bamber Bridge. PR5 6SP 

 
Our Lady and St Gerard's, St Aiden's, St. Bede's, St James’s, The 

Methodist and Messy Church, St. Mary’s,  

 
The main items required are non-perishable foods such as:  
Are Non Perishable 

CANS OF: Meat, fish , stews, soups, vegetables (potatoes, beans, 
carrots, peas, sweetcorn etc.), fruit, creamed rice, custard, other 
desserts. 
 
DRIED FOODS: Pasta, rice, noodles (including pot noodles), small 
variety packs of breakfast cereals, biscuits. Small packets of other 
items: such as teabags, coffee, sugar, snacks. 
 
TOILETRIES: such as soap, razors, toothbrushes, toothpaste, small 
bottles of shampoo, deodorants are also welcome. 
 
Please note all items must be “in date” or they will have to be 
dumped. 
 

WHAT CAN YOU DO?   :   DONATE FOOD 
 
We are asking you if possible to buy a couple of extra cans or packets 
when out shopping and donate them, perhaps once or twice a month 
or whenever you can. 
 
Every person gets cereal  milk, tinned vegetables and tinned meat 
and these are the most needed so please help 
as much as you can with these particular 
items. 
 
Thank you for all your donations to date,  
 
         “When I was hungry you fed me”   
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is the possibility of the forgiveness of sins, that our littleness in the face of 
death is also an opportunity for surrender, that Christ too died alone from 
asphyxiation and that he was raised from the dead, that God can comfort the 
fearful, and that there is a promise of eternal life. In the face of death, 
Christians should be precisely those who put first things first. # 
 
   Second, Christians ought to treat this pandemic as an opportunity to learn 
more about God. What does it mean that God has permitted (or willed) 
temporary conditions in which our elite lifestyle of international travel is 
grounded, our consumption is cut to a minimum, our days are occupied with 
basic responsibilities toward our families and immediate communities, our 
resources and economic hopes are reduced, and we are made more 
dependent upon one another? What does it mean that our nation-states 
suddenly seem less potent and our armies are infected by an invisible 
contagion they cannot eradicate, and that the most technologically advanced 
countries face the humility of their limits? Our powerful economies are 
suddenly enfeebled, and our future more uncertain. Priests and bishops are 
confronted with a new obligation to seek interiority over activism as their 
sacramental ministry is rendered less potent, and laypeople have to find God 
outside the sacraments in their own interior lives, discovering new ways to be 
grateful for what they have rather than disdainful in the face of what they 
lack. We might think none of this tells us anything about ourselves, or about 
God’s compassion and justice. But if we simply seek to pass through all this 
in hasty expectation of a return to normal, perhaps we are missing the 
fundamental point of the exercise.  
 
   Finally, what can Christians do to console both their religious and secular 
neighbours? What about the people heroically risking their own lives to serve 
others at this time, or those who are ill and afraid, especially those who do 
not have a religious recourse or perspective? What about those grieving, or 
those who are isolated? How can we be creative in our hope and empathy? 
Bishops, priests, and laity alike should work together in the coming months to 
discern how we can safely return progressively to the public celebration of 
sacraments, and have interim steps of public worship in limited ways. But we 
should also be thinking about how to communicate Christian hope and basic 
human friendship and compassion to people who suffer, in our words and 
gestures, both individually and collectively. The life of the heart is as real as 
the life of the mind, and in our current moment, for however long it should 
last, charity is itself the most basic prophetic activity. “By this they will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35). I’m citing 
him because in this and in every other case, his authority comes first.  
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