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 Our Lady and St Gerard’s      
             Lostock Hall 

Issue No 629 June 2020 

News and Views 

 
Six Little Stories With Lots of 

Meaning 

 

1.Once all villagers decided to pray 
for rain. On the day of prayer, all 
the people gathered, but only one 
boy came with an umbrella. That 
is faith. 
2. 
2. When you throw babies in the 
air, they laugh because they know 
you will catch them. That is trust. 
 
3. Every night we go to bed without 
any assurance of being alive the 
next morning, but still we set the 
alarms to wake up. That is hope. 
 
4. We plan big things for tomorrow 
in spite of zero knowledge of the 
future. That is confidence. 
 
5. We see the world suffering, but 
still, we get married and have 
children. That is love. 
 
6. On an old man’s shirt was 
written a sentence, “I am not 80 
years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 
years of experience.” That is 
attitude. 
 
   Have a happy day and live your 
life like these six stories. 
Remember–Good friends are the 
rare jewels of life, difficult to find 
and impossible to replace!! 
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   In the first reading of today’s Liturgy, the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost is compared to “the rush of a violent wind” (Acts 2:2). What 
does this image tell us? It makes us think of a powerful force that is 
not an end in itself, but effects change. Wind in fact brings change: 
warmth when it is cold, cool when it is hot, rain when the land is 
parched… this is way it brings change. The Holy Spirit, on a very 
different level, does the same. He is the divine force that changes the 
world. The Sequence reminded us of this: the Spirit is “in toil, comfort 
sweet; solace in the midst of woe”. And so we beseech him: “Heal our 
wounds, our strength renew; on our dryness pour your dew; wash the 
stains of guilt away”. The Spirit enters into situations and transforms 
them. He changes hearts and he changes situations. 

   The Holy Spirit changes hearts. Jesus had told his disciples: “You 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8). That is exactly what happened. 
Those disciples, at first fearful, huddled behind closed doors even 
after the Master’s resurrection, are transformed by the Spirit and, as 
Jesus says in today’s Gospel, “they bear witness to him” (cf. Jn 
15:27). No longer hesitant, they are courageous and starting from 
Jerusalem, they go forth to the ends of the earth. Timid while Jesus 
was still among them, they are bold when he is gone, because the 
Spirit changed their hearts. 

   The Spirit frees hearts chained by fear. He overcomes all resistance. 
To those content with half measures he inspires whole-hearted 
generosity. He opens hearts that are closed. He impels the 
comfortable to go out and serve. He drives the self-satisfied to set out 
in new directions. He makes the lukewarm thrill to new dreams. That 
is what it means to change hearts. Plenty of people promise change, 
new beginnings, prodigious renewals, but experience teaches us that 
no earthly attempt to change reality can ever completely satisfy the 
human heart. Yet the change that the Spirit brings is different. It does 
not revolutionize life around us, but changes our hearts. It does not 
free us from the weight of our problems, but liberates us within so that 
we can face them. It does not give us everything at once, but makes 
us press on confidently, never growing weary of life. The Spirit keeps 
our hearts young – a renewed youth. Youth, for all our attempts to  

Pentecost Sunday Homily from Pope Francis 
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prolong it, sooner or later fades away; the Spirit, instead, prevents the 
only kind of aging that is unhealthy: namely, growing old within. How 
does he do this? By renewing our hearts, by pardoning sinners. Here 
is the great change: from guilty he makes us righteous and thus 
changes everything. From slaves of sin we become free, from 
servants we become beloved children, from worthless worthy, from 
disillusioned filled with hope. By the working of the Holy Spirit, joy is 
reborn and peace blossoms in our hearts. 

   Today, then, let us learn what to do when we are in need of real 
change. And who among us does not need a change? Particularly 
when we are downcast, wearied by life’s burdens, oppressed by our 
own weakness, at those times when it is hard to keep going and 
loving seems impossible. In those moments, we need a powerful 
“jolt”: the Holy Spirit, the power of God. In the Creed we profess that 
he is the “giver of life”. How good it would be for us each day to feel 
this jolt of life! To say when we wake up each morning: “Come, Holy 
Spirit, come into my heart, come into my day”. 

   The Spirit does not only change hearts; he changes situations. Like 
the wind that blows everywhere, he penetrates to the most 
unimaginable situations. In the Acts of the Apostles – a book we need 
to pick up and read, whose main character is the Holy Spirit – we are 
caught up in an amazing series of events. When the disciples least 
expect it, the Holy Spirit sends them out to the pagans. He opens up 
new paths, as in the episode of the deacon Philip. The Spirit drives 
Philip to a desert road from Jerusalem to Gaza… (How heartrending 
that name sounds to us today! May the Spirit change hearts and 
situations and bring peace to the Holy Land!) Along the way, Philip 
preaches to an Ethiopian court official and baptizes him. Then the 
Spirit brings him to Azotus, and then on to Caesarea, in constantly 
new situations, to spread the newness of God. Then too, there is 
Paul, “compelled by the Spirit” (Acts 20:22), who travels far and wide, 
bringing the Gospel to peoples he had never seen. Where the Spirit 
is, something is always happening; where he blows, things are never 
calm. 

   When, in the life of our communities, we experience a certain 
“listlessness”, when we prefer peace and quiet to the newness of 
God, it is a bad sign. It means that we are trying to find shelter from 
the wind of the Spirit. When we live for self-preservation and keep 
close to home, it is not a good sign 
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sails. And yet, how often have we seen him work wonders! Frequently, 
even in the bleakest of times, the Spirit has raised up the most 
outstanding holiness! Because he is the soul of the Church, who 
constantly enlivens her with renewed hope, fills her with joy, makes 
her fruitful, and causes new life to blossom. In a family, when a new 
baby is born, it upsets our schedules, it makes us lose sleep, but it 
also brings us a joy that renews our lives, driving us on, expanding us 
in love. So it is with the Spirit: he brings a “taste of childhood” to the 
Church. Time and time again he gives new birth. He revives our first 
love. The Spirit reminds the Church that, for all her centuries of 
history, she is always the youthful bride with whom the Lord is madly 
in love. Let us never tire of welcoming the Spirit into our lives, of 
invoking him before everything we do: “Come, Holy Spirit!” 

   He will bring his power of change, a unique power that is, so to say, 
both centripetal and centrifugal. It is centripetal, that is, it seeks the 
centre, because it works deep within our hearts. It brings unity amid 
division, peace amid affliction, strength amid temptations. Paul 
reminds us of this in the second reading, when he writes that the fruits 
of the Spirit are joy, peace, faithfulness and self-control (cf. Gal 5:22). 
The Spirit grants intimacy with God, the inner strength to keep going. 
Yet, at the same time, he is a centrifugal force, that is, one pushing 
outward. The one who centres us is also the one who drives us to the 
peripheries, to every human periphery. The one who reveals God also 
opens our hearts to our brothers and sisters. He sends us, he makes 
us witnesses, and so he pours out on us – again in the words of Paul 
– love, kindness, generosity and gentleness. Only in the Consoler 
Spirit do we speak words of life and truly encourage others. Those 
who live by the Spirit live in this constant spiritual tension: they find 
themselves pulled both towards God and towards the world. 

   Let us ask him to make us live in exactly that way. Holy Spirit, 
violent wind of God, blow upon us, blow into our hearts and make us 
breathe forth the tenderness of the Father! Blow upon the Church and 
impel her to the ends of the earth, so that, brought by you, she may 
bring nothing other than you. Blow upon our world the soothing 
warmth of peace and the refreshing cool of hope. Come Holy Spirit, 
change us within and renew the face of the earth.  

 

Amen. 
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CONNECTIONS 

   What strange times we are living in when our churches are locked. 
How as Christians can we make sense of this new way of being 
'church'  
 
   These last few weeks have certainly provided time to reflect on 
what it means to be missionary disciples. Mick and I are very 
fortunate to be able to access mass every morning from Brownedge 
and to take part in the rosary and other services. It really helps to 
know that many parishioners are 'live streaming' at the same time 
and that we are connecting in prayer as a community. I'm very 
conscious that some of our most vulnerable are unable to access 
these services but I want to assure them that they are all included in 
our prayers. Thank you so much to Fr Mark, Fr Colin, Fr Joe and our 
valiant parish sisters for all they are doing.  
 
   With more time on our hands, we've  been listening  to some on-
line talks from Fr Philip at St Joseph's Lancaster. One series of talks 
which I found particularly moving were those he gave on the 
Lancashire martyrs around the time of their feast day. 
 
   Lancashire boasts at least 15 canonised martyrs who risked their 

lives to bring us the 
sacraments.  Many of you 
will have connections to 
some of them. I'm thinking 
particularly of Eddie 
Southworth who lived with 
his family in Wateringpool 
Lane,  a direct descendent of 
St John Southworth and one 
of the first editors of News 
and Views.  

 
   Blessed John Woodcock was born at Woodcock Hall just over the 
double bridges.  
 
   We also have St Edmund Arrowsmith from Brindle. His direct 
descendants ran a plumber's merchants business in Preston where 
my dad worked for almost 40 years.  
 
   To be honest, though, I think dad was more impressed with their 
dealings with Saint Thomas Finney  
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 Mick and I went a few days ago to Fernyhalgh the Marian shrine 
where several of our martyrs such as St John Wall and St John 
Southworth are reputed to have said mass during penal times and we 
then travelled to the graveyard at Claughton-on-Brock, another centre 
for our recusants priests and those brave souls who faced huge fines 
during penal times if caught attending mass. We were visiting the 
grave of two dear friends who have died over the past few weeks, one 
certainly of Covid-19. It was particularly poignant to see a notice on 
the door of this beautiful church signed by Bishop Paul Swarbrick, a 
distant relative of mine, about the restrictions imposed during 
lockdown!  
 
   As an aside, please pray for bishop Paul as he will be out of action 
for a few weeks as he was knocked off his bike recently. He suffered a 
fractured skull and damage to his ear but is convalescing at home.  
 
   Another connection to the English martyrs comes from our youngest 
daughter Elizabeth. She met her boyfriend at Warwick university 4 
years ago. Ben was from Chelmsford but on his first visit to Lostock 
Hall, he asked if we knew of a Saint Ignatius church in Preston. 
Apparently his grandmother and her siblings were born in the parish 
but moved to Chelmsford in the nineteen thirties. With a minimum 
amount of digging, it transpires that my mum and her siblings were 
born just a few yards away from Ben's nana, sister and her two 
brothers who later became Catholic priests serving Brentwood 
diocese. I learnt only last week that Ben's family boasts two martyrs 
hung drawn and quartered at Tyburn during the seventeenth century. 
St John Duckett and Blessed James Duckett.  
 
   It is thanks to these brave martyrs that we can practise our faith 
today and I'm sure that one day, in the not too distant future, our 
churches will reopen and we can continue to receive the sacraments 
in our time-honoured way.   
 
   Meanwhile Covid 19 has provided us with the opportunity to reflect 
on our connectedness to all peoples and to thank those working so 
hard and bravely to mitigate the effects of this pandemic. 
 
Margaret Cronin 
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Parish Organisations 

BOWLING CLUB 

      There is little to report on the 
bowling front apart from a set of 
rules from the Crown Green 
Bowling Association if you open 
your green you have to stick to 
the rules of social distancing, 
strict booking of playing times, 
disinfecting of bowls, jacks, mats 
and all other equipment, you 
cannot use the bowl house and 
toilets, and the bowling club also 
has to be fully insured, you have 
also to get permission from the 
land owner.  

 
   This month last season we had 
very dry spell and needed a bit 
of rain for the green, the 
Catenians played their annual 
match and they got the rain, we 
were also organising and  
playing the Father Forbes 
competition won by Warwick 
Hesmondhalgh  beating Gordon 
Dobinson. 
 
   Sadly I have to report that a 
few of our bowlers have passed 
away recently, Joan Rostron 
who was a popular backbone of 
the club as the ladies captain 
and secretary for many years 
and also organised the catering 
for our competitions.  Cliff Turner 
who when needed did a lot of 
work on and around the green.    
Geoff Proctor who when he was 
not playing bowls nearly always 
supported the teams from the  

side of the green.   
 
W R Hesmondhalgh 
 
CAFOD 
 
   All of us to a greater or lesser 
extent have been experiencing 
pressures and anxieties over the 
past 2 months because of Covid-
19. 
 
  On a purely local level 
contributions to CAFOD have 
diminished significantly.  
 
We can only imagine how 
families are trying to keep safe in 
Syrian refugee camps or how the 
Rohingya people in camps on 
the Bangladeshi border are 
managing. 
 
   Sanitary conditions are 
appalling and access to 
healthcare extremely limited. As 
such CAFOD have launched an 
emergency Coronavirus appeal 
through their website. 
 
   They are also asking us to 
consider signing their petition to 
the Prime Minister. This petition 
is calling for a fairer sharing of 
our resources and a cancelling 
of debt at least for 2020 for 
developing nations so that they 
can divert scarce resources to 
their healthcare facilities.  
 
   Most of you will know by now 
that the UN climate change talks  
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due to take place in November in 
Glasgow have been cancelled. A 

new date to be arranged when it 
is safe. 
 
   On a positive note, who 
would've thought when we were 
stuffing our milk bottles last year 
that world carbon emissions 
would have fallen so dramatically 
over the past four months? The 
air is cleaner and global warming 
has decreased considerably.  
 
   Hopefully this is a sign that 
much can be achieved if there is 
the  political will to help us live in 
a simpler and more sustainable 
way. CAFOD will be returning 
with a vengeance to this theme 
when life begins to return to the 
'new normal'. 

The Bishop  
The Right Reverend John 

Stanley Kenneth 
Arnold, Eleventh Bishop of 

Bishop John Arnold was born in 
Sheffield on 12

th
 June 1953. He 

is a graduate of the University of 
Oxford, where he studied Law at 
Trinity College. He was called to 
the bar in the Middle Temple in 
1976 after studying at the 
Council of Legal Education. 

 

   After entering the novitiate of 
the Institute of Charity 
(Rosminians) and taking simple 
vows in 1978, he began his 
studies at the Gregorian 
University in Rome. In 1981 
Bishop John transferred to the 
Archdiocese of Westminster, 
continuing his studies at the 
Venerable English College 
Rome and completing both a 
licence and a doctorate in 
Canon Law. John Arnold was 
ordained Deacon by Cardinal 
Basil Hume on 27th November 
1982, and Priest on 16th July 
1983, the Feast of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. He subsequently 
continued his studies in Rome, 
returning to Westminster to be 
appointed as a Chaplain at 
Westminster Cathedral, with 
responsibilities for the 
Westminster Hospital. In 1989, 
Father John was appointed Sub-
Administrator of Westminster 
Cathedral serving in that role 
until 1993, when he was 
appointed as Parish Priest of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel and 
St George in Enfield, serving 
also as Promoter of Justice. 



News and Views Page  9 

 

    In 2001 Cardinal Cormac 
Murphy-O’Connor appointed 
Father John as Chancellor and 
Vicar General of the Archdiocese 
of Westminster, being named by 
Pope John Paul II as a Chaplain 
to the Papal Household in 2003. 
He was ordained Bishop on 2nd 
February 2006, assigned the 
Titular See of Lindisfarne and 
appointed as an Auxiliary Bishop 
of the Archdiocese of 
Westminster. 
 
   Other roles have included 
assisting in the compilation of two 
books published by Cardinal 
Hume; “Light in the Lord” and 
“Towards a Civilisation of Love”. 
Having contributed to “AIDS: 
Meeting the Community 
Challenge”, he published “The 
Quality of Mercy, a fresh look at 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation” 
in 1993. Bishop John is a member 
of the Bishops’ Conference 
Department for International 
Affairs; Chair of CAFOD’s Board 
of Trustees and a Trustee of 
Caritas Social Action Network. 
Pope Francis appointed Bishop 
John Arnold as the Bishop of 
Salford on Tuesday, 30

th
 

September 2014. His installation 
at Salford Cathedral took place on 
Monday 8th December 2014, the 
Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception. 
 

Bishop John’s Coat of Arms 
Motto: “Quo fas vocat” “Go where 
Divine Providence calls you” 

Bishop John explains: “This was the 
motto of Lord Oscar Murton of 
Lindisfarne who died in 2009. I met 
him at the time of my ordination as 
an auxiliary bishop, in 2006. As an 
auxiliary bishop I was given the title 
of “Bishop of Lindisfarne” and he 
asked me if I would like to take his 
motto. The meaning has significance 
for me in that seeking to discern and 
live according to Divine Providence 
is the particular character of the 
Institute of Charity (The 
Rosminians), the religious order who 
taught in two schools that I attended. 
I also entered the Institute of Charity 
and was a member for five years as I 
began my formation for priesthood. 
Divine Providence is closely 
associated with the seeking of “God 
in all things” which lies at the heart of 
the spirituality which guided the 
monks of Lindisfarne in the times 
when Holy Island was the cradle of 
Christianity in the Seventh and 
Eighth Centuries. I have always tried 
to recognise Divine Providence in 
my life, particularly through the 
promise of obedience that I made at 
the time of my ordination to the 
Diaconate. It is that sense of willing 
obedience to Pope Francis that 
brings me to accept his wish to 
appoint me to the Diocese of 
Salford.” 
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Sundays: 
 
Saturday Vigil    6:00 p.m. 
Sunday              8:30 a.m. 
                        10:00 a.m. 
Weekdays:   
 
Monday        6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday        9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday       9:15 a.m. 
Thursday        9:15 p.m. 
Friday       NO MASS. 
 
Holydays:  
   
Eve     6:30 p.m. 
Day     9:15 a.m. 
Reconciliation: Confessions 

before Weekend Masses. 
 
Exposition of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
Monday             18:00 to 18:30
   

Father Joseph Gee 
Sister Louise Shields RNDM 

The Presbytery 
17C Brownedge Road 

Lostock Hall 
Preston 

PR5 5AA 
Tel: 01772 335387 

 
In an  Emergency please phone 

either 
St Marys Brownedge  335168 
St Mary’s Leyland 455955 

St Catherine's Farrington 
421174  

St Patricks W-L-Dale 253709 or  
St Teresa’s Penwortham on 

743337  
The Primary School  335025 

Weekly Services Parish Directory 

Baptisms 

Are normally conducted on the first and third Sunday of each month 
at 12:00 noon.  Baptism Preparations currently take place every  
few months on two successive Wednesday evenings at 7 pm.  Please 
telephone the Parish Priest or Sister on 335387 for details. 

 Contacts 

No Priest! What do we do? 
If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend 
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been 
trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace 

the Mass.    Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and 
there is no time to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is 
available.    There may be occasions when the 8.30am Mass on a 

Sunday is cancelled, but the Saturday 6pm and Sunday 10am 
Masses will be as usual.  
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Marriages 
At least six months notification of Marriage is required.  Pre-marriage 
instruction is mandatory and organised by the Diocese.  Please tele-

     CONTACT 
Advertising                John Corrigan  316295 
Altar Servers    David Walker  629701 
A.P.F.& Sacristan             Christine Flanagan           334723 
Blessed Sacrament Guild                         335387 
Bowling Club    Warwick Hesmondhalgh 339700 
CAFOD     Margaret Cronin           336475 
Catechists & Sacramental Programme    335387 
Children's Liturgy Group   Bridget Nisbet  324740 
Choir               Jim Stokes                     316574  
Organist              Neil Coupe            322976  
Drama Group                                       Grace Robinson               337844  
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers Michael Quinlan  467306 
Flowers                                                Irene Crook                     611513  
Football Club    Phil Tinsley            07775890667 
Fund Raising Group                335387 
Gift Aid               John Robinson     335387 
News & Views, Website , Printers David Walker  629701 
Majella Companions   Sister Louise  335387 
Marriage Registrars            Margaret Cronin           336475 
               Ann Quinlan            467306 
Parochial Centre                  Frank Redfearn  338285 
Piety Shop              Vivian Page            313910 
P.T.A.      Ross Free            339691 
Sacred Heart Guild   Mary Hardman  468311 
Safeguarding Officer           Colette Kingswood  07769690874         
                                               or   Colette.kingswood@virginmedia.com  
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors) Jackie McNally  335025 
Senior Citizens Organisers           Linda Walsh          311654 
                                                             Gloria Duffell  339966  
Youth Representative   Lee McNulty           07478703414 
 
Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the 
editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk The last day for submissions is 
the 20th of each month.  

www.saintgerards.org.uk 
 

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us publish 
your details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Joe at 

(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon 
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data 

is required to protect public safety.  

Parish Organisations 

mailto:info@parishname.org.uk
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Parish Diary  

St Mary’s, Brownedge 

Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 

Sunday 9:30 am       Mass 

  6:30 pm  Songs Of Praise 

Every Day 4:00  -  5:00  Exposition 

 8:00 pm  Holy Rosary 

Saturday 9:30 am Vigil 7 pm  

Sunday 9:30 am   

 6:30 pm  Songs of Praise 

      JUNE 2020 

4th Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Eternal High Priest 

5th St Boniface 

7th The Most Holy Trinity 

11th St Barnabas 

13th St Anthony of Padua 

14th The Most Holy Body & 
Blood of Christ 

19th The Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus 

20th The Immaculate Heart of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

6:30 
pm 

12th Sunday of the Year 

22nd St John Fisher and St 
Thomas More 

24th The Nativity of St John the 
Baptist 

26th Dedication of our Church 

28th St Peter & St Paul 

 AUG 2020 

3rd 

Aug 

St Thomas  

5th 14th Sunday of the Year 

11th St Benedict 

12th 15th Sunday of the Year 

15th St Bonaventure 

16th Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

19th 16th Sunday of the Year 

22nd St Mary Magdalene 



News and Views Page  13 

 

 

We have been involved in selling Used Cars for over 25 
years. 

 
As a family firm, our aims is to provide a friendly, 

professional service providing  good quality  hand picked 
pre owned cars with no pressure selling. 

 
Our vehicles come with a full 12 months MOT,  HPi clear and 

a thorough check over by our fully qualified mechanics. 

Bring this booklet with you and we will donate £25  
to St Gerard's Church. 

 
Please note we are now located at our new Premises on 

Doodstone Nook, Lostock Hall. 
 

Address 
4 - 8 Doodstone Nook 

Lostock Hall  
Preston, Lancashire 

PR55AQ 
 

Telephone: 01772 330744             Mobile:        07836 789446 
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WHITFIRE SHAVINGS 
& 

SAWDUST SUPPLIES 
LTD 

 
HEATHERFIELD WORKS, CHURCH LANE 

FARINGTON MOSS, LEYLAND,  
 TEL: PRESTON 335178 Fax: 629843 

 

A L A N  J O Y C E  
 U N I S E X  H A I R  D E S I G N 

BY Top Stylist 

Tel: 01772 251 681          
  34 GLOVERS COURT 

PRESTON, PR1 3LS 

Residential and Dementia Care for the Elderly 

Quality Care  -  Friendly Staff   -  Visitors Welcome 

34 Wateringpool Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston PRR5 5AP 

Tel: 01772 626151         www.lostocklodge.com 
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Proprietors: Barry Barker & Ian Humphries 

TYRES - BATTERIES  - EXHAUSTS  -  AIR 
CONDITIONING 
T:01772 323557 

 
To Advertise in News & Views Contact 

John Corrigan 
Ring Preston 01772 316295  
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