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Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
2020

Issue No 618 July 2019

A meeting has been arranged
for Tuesday 9th July at 7 pm in
the Narthex at St Mary's,
Brownedge
for
anyone
interested in the Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. A representative from
the Tour Company will be
present along with Father Mark
and Father Joe. The planned
itinerary for the tour is on display
in the Narthex at the back of the
Church.
St Gerard's and St Mary's are
Planning this Joint Pilgrimage to
take place from 16th - 23rd
March 2020. Staying for 5 Nights
in Jerusalem and 2 nights in
Galilee. The cost is expected to
be £1350 + £250 single room
supplement but this includes
Airport Taxes and admission fees
where applicable.
If you are interested let us
know in writing via email or letter
please as soon as possible.
Email your expression of interest
to office@saintgerards.org.uk.
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We have been involved in selling Used Cars for over 25
years.
As a family firm, our aims is to provide a friendly,
professional service providing good quality hand picked
pre owned cars with no pressure selling.
Our vehicles come with a full 12 months MOT, HPi clear and
a thorough check over by our fully qualified mechanics.

Bring this booklet with you and we will donate £25
to St Gerard's Church.
Please note we are now located at our new Premises on
Doodstone Nook, Lostock Hall.
Address
4 - 8 Doodstone Nook
Lostock Hall
Preston, Lancashire
PR55AQ
Telephone: 01772 330744
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Mobile:

07836 789446
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Parish Diary

Senior Citizens Diary
2019
Day

Date

Event

Monday 08/07/19 GetTogether
Mandatory Diocesan
Collections
JULY
14th The Apostleship of the
Sea

July 2019

7th

14th Sunday of the Year

8th

Senior Citizens GetTogether 2—4 pm

11th

St Benedict
Sacred Heart Guild
Meeting 7 pm

14th

15th Sunday of the Year
Collection for APF

15th

St Bonaventure

16th

Our Lady of Mount Carmel

21st

16th Sunday of the Year

22nd

St Mary Magdalene

23rd

St Bridget

25th

St James

26th

Ss Joachim & Anne,
Parents of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

28th

17th Sunday of the Year

29th

St Martha

31st

St Ignatius of Loyola

EMAIL ADDRESS
We are changing our parish
email address and introducing
a few more contacts in the
near future. The main email is
now :
office@saintgerards.org.uk

1st Aug St Alphonsus Mary Liguori
4th
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18th Sunday of the Year

Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint Gerard Majella
Salford Diocese - Registered Charity No. 250037
Pope Benedict on St. Teresa of Jesus
On 2nd February 2011, during his general audience in Rome, Pope
Benedict XVI began a series of catechesis on the Doctors of the
Church, beginning with “one of the highest examples of Christian
spirituality of all time”, the Carmelite Saint Teresa of Jesus (of Avila).
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In the course of the catechesis that I dedicated to the Fathers of the
Church, to great theologians, and to women of the Middle Ages, I was
also able to reflect on some men and women saints who have been
proclaimed ‘Doctors of the Church’ for their eminent doctrine. Today I
would like to initiate a brief series of meetings to complete this
presentation of the Doctors of the Church, and I begin with a saint who
represents one of the highest examples of Christian spirituality of all
times: St. Teresa of Avila (of Jesus).
Born in Avila, Spain, in 1515 with the name Teresa de Ahumada, in
her autobiography she herself mentions some particulars of her
childhood. She was born from “virtuous and God-fearing parents” in a
numerous family, with nine brothers and three sisters. While still a
child, less than 9 years old, she read the lives of some martyrs that
inspired her with the desire for martyrdom, so much so that she
improvised a brief flight from home to die a martyr and go to heaven
(cf. Life 1, 4): “I want to see God,” said the little girl to her parents.
Some years later, Teresa would speak of her childhood readings and
affirmed that she discovered the truth, which she summarized in two
fundamental principles: on one hand, “the fact that all that belongs to
this word passes,” on the other, that only God is “for ever, ever, ever”,
a theme that returns in the very famous poem “Let nothing disturb you,
nothing affright you; all things are passing. God is unchanging;
patience obtains everything; the one who possesses God lacks
nothing. God alone suffices!” Losing her mother at 12 years old, she
asked the Virgin Most Holy to be her mother (cf. Life 1, 7).
If in her adolescence the reading of profane books led her to the
distractions of a worldly life, her experience as a pupil of Augustinian
nuns of St. Mary of Graces of Avila and the frequentation of spiritual
books, especially classics of Franciscan spirituality, taught her
recollection and prayer. At the age of 20, she entered the Carmelite
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Marriages

At least six months notification of Marriage is required. Pre-marriage instruction is mandatory and organised by the Diocese. Please telephone 335387
to arrange Notification and Preparation.

Parish Organisations
CONTACT

Advertising
John Corrigan
316295
Altar Servers
David Walker
629701
A.P.F.& Sacristan
Christine Flanagan
334723
Blessed Sacrament Guild
335387
Bowling Club
Warwick Hesmondhalgh 339700
CAFOD
Margaret Cronin
336475
Catechists & Sacramental Programme
335387
Children's Liturgy Group
Bridget Nisbet
324740
Choir
Jim Stokes
316574
Organist
Neil Coupe
322976
Drama Group
Grace Robinson
337844
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers
Michael Quinlan
467306
Flowers
Irene Crook
933407
Football Club
Phil Tinsley
07775890667
Fund Raising Group
335387
Gift Aid
John Robinson
335387
News & Views, Website , Printers
David Walker
629701
Majella Companions
Sister Louise
335387
Marriage Registrars
Margaret Cronin
336475
Ann Quinlan
467306
Parochial Centre
Frank Redfearn
338285
Piety Shop
Vivian Page
313910
P.T.A.
Ross Free
339691
Sacred Heart Guild
Mary Hardman
468311
Safeguarding Officer
Colette Kingswood 07769690874
or Colette.kingswood@virginmedia.com
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors) Jackie McNally
335025
Senior Citizens Organisers
Linda Walsh
311654
Gloria Duffell
339966
Youth Representative
Lee McNulty
07478703414
Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the
editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk The last day for submissions is
the 20th of each month.

www.saintgerards.org.uk

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us publish
your details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Joe at
(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data
is required to protect public safety.
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Parish Directory
Father Joseph Gee
Sister Louise Shields RNDM
The Presbytery
17C Brownedge Road
Lostock Hall
Preston
PR5 5AA
Tel: 01772 335387
In an Emergency please phone
either
St Marys Brownedge 335168
St Mary’s Leyland
455955
St Catherine's Farrington 421174
St Patricks W-L-Dale 253709 or
St Teresa’s Penwortham on
743337

Contacts
The Primary School 335025
The Parochial Centre 339459

Weekly Services
Sundays:
Saturday Vigil
Sunday
Weekdays:

6:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

6:30 p.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:15 p.m.
NO MASS.

Holydays:
Eve
Day

7:00 p.m.
9:15 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Reconciliation:
Confession + Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament
Saturday:
11:00 am to
12:00 noon

Baptisms
Are normally conducted on the first and third Sunday of each month
at 12:00 noon. Baptism Preparations currently take place every
few months on two successive Wednesday evenings at 7 pm. Please
telephone the Parish Priest or Sister on 335387 for details.
No Priest! What do we do?
If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been
trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace
the Mass. Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and
there is no time to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is
available. There may be occasions when the 8.30am Mass on a
Sunday is cancelled, but the Saturday 6pm and Sunday 10am
Masses will be as usual.
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convent of the Incarnation, still in Avila; in religious life she assumed
the name Teresa of Jesus. Three years later, she became seriously
ill, so much so that she was in a coma for four days, seemingly dead
(cf. Life 5, 9). In the struggle against her illnesses the saint also saw
the fight against weaknesses and resistance to God’s call: “I wanted
to live,” she wrote, “because I understood well that I was not living,
but I was fighting with a shadow of death, and I had no one to give
me life, nor could I give it to myself, and he who could give it to me
was right not to help me, given that so many times he had turned me
toward him and I abandoned him” (Life 8, 2).
In 1543 she lost the closeness of relatives: her father died and all
her brothers emigrated one after the other to America. In Lent of
1554, at 39 years of age, Teresa reached the culmination of her
struggle against her weaknesses. The fortuitous discovery of the
statue of “a very wounded Christ” marked her life profoundly (cf. Life
9). The saint, who in that period found profound consonance with the
St. Augustine of the Confessions, describes in this way the decisive
day of her mystical experience: “It happened ... that all of a sudden I
had a sense of the presence of God, which in no way could I doubt
was within me or that I was all absorbed in him” (Life 10, 1).
In a parallel manner to the maturation of her interiority, the saint
began to develop concretely the ideal of the reform of the Carmelite
Order. In 1562 she founded in Avila, with the support of the bishop of
the city, Don Alvaro de Mendoza, the first reformed Carmel, and
shortly after she also received the approval of the Prior General of the
Order, Giovanni Battista Rossi. In subsequent years she continued
the foundation of new Carmels, 17 in total. Her meeting with St. John
of the Cross was essential; with him in 1568 she constituted the first
convent of Discalced Carmelites in Duruelo, near Avila. In 1580 she
obtained from Rome the establishment of an autonomous province
for her reformed Carmelites, the starting point of the Religious Order
of Discalced Carmelites.
Teresa finished her earthly life precisely while she was committed
in the activity of foundation. In 1582, in fact, after having constituted
the Carmel of Burgos and while she was on her way back to Avila,
she died on the night of 15th October in Alba de Tormes, repeating
humbly two expressions: “In the end, I die a daughter of the Church”
and “It is time now, my Spouse, that we see you.” An existence
consumed within Spain but often for the whole Church. To be
Continued…..
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BOB-IN Café
Friday 19th July 2019 at 1 pm
Lostock Hall Library, Watkin
Lane, Lostock Hall
Why not join us in an
environment that is warm,
safe and welcoming for all.
We Welcome:
* Individuals or groups *Anyone
who feels lonely or isolated *
People living with dementia or
suffering from memory loss &
their carers *
You will have a chance to meet
others in a friendly environment
who you can chat with. The
sessions runs alongside the
library games afternoon and
there will be activities and
games on offer for all to enjoy.
Free Refreshments will be
provided at this dementia
friendly drop-in café.
To find out more please call
Tony Stirland on 01772 625354
or
via e-mail
astirland@southribble.gov.uk

The PARISH OFFICE is open
Monday (9.00-1pm) & Tuesday
to Friday (09.00—12.00) but
please check in advance if you
intend to call in.
Father Joe is not available on
Fridays: in an emergency please
contact St Marys Brownedge or
another neighbouring parish.
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HEALTH WALKS & RAMBLES
IN SOUTH RIBBLE IN JULY
Tuesday 2nd June, Hurst
Grange Guided Ramble 12.5mls. Meet 1pm at the Car
Park of Hill Road.
Wednesday 3rd July, Dog
kennel Wood Guided Ramble 3
to 6mls. Meet 10am outside Vue
Cinema.
Tuesday 9th July, Capitol
Centre Health Walk 1 to 2.5
mils. Meet 1pm outside Vue
Cinema.
Wednesday 10th July, Coupe
Green Guided Ramble 3 to 6
mls. Meet at St Josephs
Community Centre at 10am.
Tuesday 16th July, Kingsfold
Health Walk 1 to 2.5 mls. Meet
Community Centre Kingsfold
Drive 10 am.
Wednesday 17th July, River
Ribble to Hutton Guided Health
Walk 3 to 6 mls. Meet 10am at
Anchor Inn, Hutton.
Wednesday
24th
July,
Fishwick Bottoms Guided
ramble 3 to 6 mls. Meet outside
Vue Cinema 10am.
Thursday 25th July, Moss Side
Health Walk Meet Moss Side
Rugby Pitches 10am 1 to
2.5mls.
For more information please call
SRBC on 01772 625625 or
email infor@southribble.gov.uk
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D-DAY & SALFORD CLERGY
It’s reckoned that 55 priests of the Salford Diocese served as
chaplains to Her Majesty’s Forces during the 2nd World War. As far as
I know, the only one present on the Normandy Beaches on 6th June
1944 was Fr John Corbett, chaplain to the Commandos.
John Corbett was born in the United States. His parents had gone
there from Bolton seeking work and a new life. His father died when
John was only a baby and his mother brought him back to Bolton.
After studies at St Bede’s College in Manchester and then Upholland
College, Wigan, John was ordained priest and went as curate to the
English Martyrs parish in Whalley.
The parish priest there was deaf and his housekeeper, who was his
sister, was also hard of hearing. Conversation was carried on by
shouting at each other. The young curate used to turn his radio up to
full blast to drown the cacophony and to let off steam he would ride his
motorbike pell-mell up the nearby Trough of Bowland. Volunteering for
service as an army chaplain, even in war-time, seemed an easier
option.
John Corbett was a natural sportsman. While at St Bede’s, Arsenal
tried to sign him onto their books as a footballer and Lancashire
County tried to sign him up as a cricketer. Priesthood prevailed, but
his fitness took the youthful Fr Corbett into service with the
Commandos. He trained with them, carrying for example full kit whilst
running up Ben Nevis in winter time.
6th June 1944 saw him landing with a Commando unit in Normandy.
He was to be on the beach for only one hour and a half. A mortar
bomb exploded near him, shattering his right shoulder. Fortunately,
the rest of his body was shielded by his army kit. He woke up in
hospital in Southampton where surgeons attempted to put his injuries
right. Twenty-six operations later they admitted defeat. His right arm
and right hand were useless. Fr Corbett had to learn to do everything,
including writing, with his left hand.
Fr George Richardson, PP of St Margaret Mary’s, New Moston, took
him into the presbytery there and Fr Corbett was nursed back to
health. His sporting prowess flowered again, this time in bowls. Even
left-handed he became something of a champion. With health restored
he was appointed PP of Sacred Heart, Gorton. I owe an enormous
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A L A N

J O Y C E

UNISEX HAIR DESIGN
BY Top Stylist
Tel: 01772 251 681
34 GLOVERS COURT

PRESTON, PR1 3LS

Residential and Dementia Care for the Elderly

Quality Care - Friendly Staff - Visitors Welcome
34 Wateringpool Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston PRR5 5AP

Tel: 01772 626151

www.lostocklodge.com

WHITFIRE SHAVINGS
&
SAWDUST SUPPLIES
LTD

HEATHERFIELD WORKS, CHURCH LANE
FARINGTON MOSS, LEYLAND,
TEL: PRESTON 335178 Fax: 629843
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Parish Organisations,
BOWLING CLUB
June was a very busy month
on our green and elsewhere, we
have had the Catenians playing
their annual competition on a
very wet Monday night, and
again we had the preliminary
round of the Leyland Presidents
competition on a rainy Saturday,
we have had an extra rearranged
home fixture in the Vets league
against Leyland and Farington
owing to their green being out of
action, plus the Summer Fair.

The Father Forbes trophy
competition held on a reasonably
dry Sunday last month and this
was
won
by
Warwick
Hesmondhalgh who beat Gordon
Dobinson in the final, Mary
Richardson and Wally Kimmins
were the losing semi finalists,
well done to all who played,
provided food and drink, and
who helped in any other way.
The Leyland League Vets Day
was again held at the Fox Lane
club. We had three bowlers
playing on the day, Warwick
Hesmondhalgh beaten in the
second round and Charles
Brown and Fran Naylor beaten in
round one, Hot Pot was provided
free of charge by the league to
all who stayed, the winner was
Tim Slinger from Longton B C.
who beat John McDonald from
Fox Lane B C.

Frank Kay captain of the Leyland
team progressed to the last
sixteen of the Leyland league
Presidents day, which will be held
at the Victoria B C the home of
the league President Alan
Pemberton.
Our next competition will be
Presidents Day and will be held
on Sunday the 7th of July and will
start 1pm refreshments available.
W R Hesmondhalgh
Preston Community
Transport Ltd
The Community transport has a
number of services available and
despite its name operates nearly
50% of its services in South
Ribble.
They operate a Dial-a-Ride
service for the elderly who cannot
get about easily, they also have
a door-to-door trip list with an
accessible minibus and volunteer
drivers who will pick you up at
your door and take you to your
destination.
They also hire these vehicle to
families for use with relatives.
The Mobility Centre in Preston
is at 28 Friargate and the contact
number for any questions is
01772 204667.
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debt of gratitude to Fr Corbett. I was appointed curate at the Sacred
Heart and was there for three years, 1963-66. Straight out of seminary
and wet behind the ears I had so much to learn. No-one could have
had a better mentor than Fr John Corbett. Practical, down-to-earth,
prayerful, with a love of the Church and humour with it he taught me
so much. When a letter came from Bishop Thomas Holland I was
loathe to leave.
That letter from the bishop appointed me as his secretary at Wardley
Hall. It was a move from one priest who had been on the Normandy
Beaches on 6th June 1944 to another who had been there too.
Thomas Holland, a priest of the Liverpool archdiocese, had taught in
the English Colleges in Valladolid and in Lisbon, but in 1943 he
volunteered as a naval chaplain. D-Day saw him as chaplain to a
Royal Marine commando unit sailing into Juno Beach along with the
Canadian army and navy.
In his Memoirs, ‘For Better and For Worse’, published in 1989
Bishop Holland recalled some of the events on that day. His ship was
the Ascanius, fittingly enough registered in Liverpool with a mainly
Liverpudlian crew. Bishop Holland recalled how he had a neat but tidy
cabin, but then, ‘as we hit the Normandy Beaches, I surrendered my
cabin to our first casualty. I’d little choice in fact. Even so, I vividly
remember being overwhelmed by the ecstasy of possessing nothing –
a totally unmerited Franciscan thrill of joy.’
Proprietors: Barry Barker & Ian Humphries
TYRES - BATTERIES - EXHAUSTS - AIR CONDITIONING
T:01772 323557
UNIT 14 Tardy Gate Mill, Coote Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston

Mob: 07432 604762
Tel: 01772 611262
Liam Henderson
Hedges, Bushes, Trees,
Fencing, Borders, Lawns Cut
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Aspendale Close
Longton
Preston

He recalled the boom of the guns as their ship neared the shore and
the splash of the shells all round them from German fire. Arriving on
the coast, he moved from ship to ship and between Juno and Sword
and Gold Beaches. There were many casualties from high
fragmentation shells and he had a lot to do. One vessel he boarded
was a Landing Craft Guns. A shell had pierced the ratings’ messroom.
‘The only living creature to emerge unscathed was the ship’s dog.’
That night he had a tent ashore. ‘I remember bedding down … too
tired to bother about whether I’d be there in the morning.’
As the days passed, he spent many a night on the last ship he
visited. He was the only Catholic chaplain in the area and
consequently his services were much in demand. He would celebrate
Mass each day for whatever crew members were able to attend and
he encouraged the men to avail themselves of confession. Very many
did. On one ship he baptised more than two dozen Congolese sailors,
giving them minimum instruction in the faith, christening them all with
News and Views Page 9

the name Peter and giving them a certificate to show to the priest in
the Congo when they got home, ‘if ever they did’.
Polish vessels also took part in the landings. One such was the
Dragon, hit by a human torpedo. Once on board, Fr Holland worked
his way through the ship. ‘The magazine flooded with oil. Nothing one
could do for the victims engulfed there … Was it the engine-room? Or
the magazine? I there saw sights that killed for ever the “glamour of
war”, if that ever existed.’
Bishop Holland seldom spoke about his D-Day experiences but I did
hear him elaborate on that last sentence several times. He was
obviously deeply affected by the slaughter he had seen. Nor did he
mention the fact that he was decorated with the Distinguished Service
Cross. The citation said it was awarded for ‘gallantry, skill,
determination and undaunted devotion to duty during the landing of
the Allied Forces on the coast of Normandy’. He wore his DSC on
Armistice Days.
It is fitting that Salford Diocese should remember with pride these
two great priests and heroes as we come to the 75th anniversary of
the D-Day Landings. I am so grateful that I had the wonderful
experience of working with them both.
Mgr John Allen
A speeding driver in Germany was saved
from a £93 fine when a snow-white dove
interceded on his behalf. The driver was
caught on speed cameras - but his identity
was hidden by the bird's wings spread in
flight. A light-hearted police statement
suggested that perhaps "it was no
coincidence the Holy Spirit" intervened - a reference to the dove as a
symbol of that aspect of God in Christianity. "We have understood the
sign and leave the speeder in peace this time." But the officials in
Germany's western border, added: "We hope that the protected
speeder likewise understands this 'hint from above' and drives
appropriately in the future." The driver was travelling at 34mph on a
stretch of road with a 30km/h speed limit, police said. But since only
the car, and not the driver, could be identified, he was probably spared
the "thanks to the feathered guardian angel with seemingly carefully
spread wings".
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They added that the dove should also have been fined for moving so
fast in the restricted zone. "However, since we do not know where it
has to be on time for [the upcoming Christian holy day of] Pentecost,
we will allow mercy over justice here too."
Pope Francis warns against turning Earth
into vast pile of 'rubble, deserts and refuse'
Pope Francis has declared a global “climate emergency”, warning of
the dangers of global heating and that a failure to act urgently to
reduce greenhouse gases would be “a brutal act of injustice toward
the poor and future generations”.
He also endorsed the 1.5C limit on temperature rises that some
countries are now aiming for, referring to warnings from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change of “catastrophic” effects if
we crossed such a threshold. He said a “radical energy transition”
would be needed to stay within that limit, and urged young people and
businesses to take a leading role.
“Future generations stand to inherit a greatly spoiled world. Our
children and grandchildren should not have to pay the cost of our
generation’s irresponsibility,” he said. “Indeed, as is becoming
increasingly clear, young people are calling for a change.”
The Pope’s impassioned plea came as he met the leaders of some
of the world’s biggest multinational oil companies in the Vatican
recently to impress upon them the urgency and scale of the challenge,
and their central role in tackling the emissions crisis. It followed a
similar meeting last year, but this time the Pope’s stance was tougher
as he warned that time was running out and urged them to hear “the
increasingly desperate cries of the earth and its poor”.
Creation Mass Song: The Keeper by The Houghton Weavers
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHx86BVFBCo
This is the YouTube link for access to The Creation Mass song. It is
an ideal song for children to sing about the beauty of creation and the
importance of protecting the planet.
Margaret Cronin
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