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Christmas Services 
 

   Details of this years Christmas 
services are in the Parish Diary 
on Page 18.   
 
   The booking system that we 
have had to introduce this year 
because of the Covid restrictions 
had meant that the two 
Christmas Eve Masses are now 
fully booked.   
 
   There is still room at the Mass 
on Christmas Day and that is at 
10 am but places still need to be 
booked as there are limited 
places. 
 
    Father Joe and Sister Louise 
wish you all a Happy Christmas 
and Peaceful New Year. 
 
Advent Quotes: 
 
“Christmas is fast approaching. 
And now that Christ has aroused 
our seasonal expectations, he’ll 
soon fulfill them all!” St. 
Augustine. 
 
“Let’s approach Christmas with 
an expectant hush, rather than a 
last-minute rush.” Anonymous  
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Pope Francis sees Advent and Christmas as a journey. 
 
   This journey has a twofold dimension – a journey towards God, and 
God’s journey towards us. He wants us to “resolve to run to meet 
Christ” and to awake to the truth that we “walk amid passing things” 
towards the “things of heaven that endure.” 
 
   On the First Sunday of Advent, we begin a new liturgical year; 
that is, a new journey of the People of God with Jesus Christ, our 
Shepherd, who guides us through history toward the fulfilment of the 
Kingdom of God. Therefore, this day has a special charm; it makes us 
experience deeply the meaning of history. We rediscover the beauty 
of all being on a journey: the Church, with her vocation and mission, 
and all humanity, peoples, civilisations, cultures, all on a journey 
across the paths of time.  But where are we journeying? Is there a 
common goal? And what is this goal? The Lord responds to us 
through the prophet Isaiah, saying: “It shall come to pass in the latter 
days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established 
as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and 
say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of 
the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths’”(2:2-3). This is what Isaiah says regarding the goal 
toward which we are travelling. It is a universal pilgrimage toward a 
common goal, which in the Old Testament is Jerusalem, where the 
Temple of the Lord rises. For from there, from Jerusalem came the 
revelation of the Face of God and of his Law. Revelation found its 
fulfilment in Jesus Christ, and he, the Word made flesh, became the 
“Temple of the Lord”: he is both guide and goal of our pilgrimage, of 
the pilgrimage of the entire People of God; and in his light the other 
peoples may also walk toward the Kingdom of justice, toward the 
Kingdom of peace. The Prophet continues: “They shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more” (2:4). Allow me to repeat what the Prophet says; listen 
carefully: “They shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more”. But when will this 
occur? What a beautiful day it shall be, when weapons are 
dismantled in order to be transformed into tools for work! What a 
beautiful day that shall be! And this is possible! Let us bet on hope, 
on the hope for peace, and it will be possible! 
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This journey never comes to an end. Just as in each of our lives, we 
always need to begin again, to get up again, to rediscover the 
meaning of the goal of our lives, so also for the great human family it 
is always necessary to rediscover the common horizon toward which 
we are journeying. The horizon of hope! This is the horizon that 
makes for a good journey. The season of Advent, which we begin 
again today, restores this horizon of hope, a hope which does not 
disappoint for it is founded on God’s Word. A hope which does not 
disappoint, simply because the Lord never disappoints! He is faithful! 
He does not disappoint! Let us think about and feel this beauty. 
 
   The model of this spiritual disposition, of this way of being and 
journeying in life, is the Virgin Mary. A simple girl from the country 
who carries within her heart the fullness of hope in God! In her womb, 
God’s hope took flesh, it became man, it became history: Jesus 
Christ. Her Magnificat is the canticle of the People of God on a 
journey, and of all men and women who hope in God and in the 
power of his mercy. Let us allow ourselves to be guided by her, she 
who is mother, a mamma, and knows how to guide us. Let us allow 
ourselves to be guided by her during this season of active waiting and 
watchfulness. 
 
Prayer 
Almighty God Grant me I pray, the resolve to run forth to meet Christ 
with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right 
hand, I may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom, Amen.  
 
   Pope Francis reminds us that Advent is a time of hope. “Hope is not 
a concept, it is not a sentiment… it is not a heap of riches! Our hope 
is a Person, it is the Lord Jesus whom we recognise living and 
present in us and in our brothers and sisters. 
 
    The Second Sunday of Advent marks the second stage of the 
Season of Advent, a marvellous time which awakens in us the 
expectation of Christ’s return and the memory of his historical 
coming. Today’s Liturgy presents us with a message full of hope. It is 
the Lord’s express invitation from the lips of the Isaiah: “Comfort, 
comfort my people, says your God” (40:1). These words open 
the Book of Comfort, in which the Prophet addresses the joyous 
proclamation of liberation to the people in exile. The time of tribulation 
has ended; the people of Israel can look trustingly toward the future: 
at last they can return to their homeland. This is the reason for the 
invitation to let themselves be comforted by the Lord. 
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Isaiah addresses people who have passed through a dark period, who 
have been subjected to a very difficult trial; but now the time of comfort 
has come. Sorrow and fear can be replaced with joy, for the Lord 
himself will guide his people on the way to liberation and salvation. 
How will He do all this? With the solicitude and tenderness of a 
shepherd who takes care of his flock. He will in fact provide unity and 
security and feed his flock, gather the lost sheep into his sure fold, 
reserve special attention to the most fragile and weak (v. 11). This is 
God’s attitude toward us, his creatures. For this reason, the Prophet 
invites those who hear him — including us, today — to spread this 
message of hope: that the Lord consoles us. And to make room for the 
comfort which comes from the Lord. 
 
   We cannot be messengers of God’s comfort if we do not first feel the 
joy of being comforted and loved by Him. This happens especially 
when we hear his Word, the Gospel, which we should carry in our 
pocket: do not forget this! The Gospel in your pocket or purse, to read 
regularly. And this gives us comfort: when we abide in silent prayer in 
his presence, when we encounter Him in the Eucharist or in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. All this comforts us. 
 
   Let us therefore allow Isaiah’s call — “Comfort, comfort my people” 
— resound in our heart in this Season of Advent. Today there is need 
for people to be witnesses to the mercy and tenderness of God, who 
spurs the resigned, enlivens the disheartened, ignites the fire of hope. 
He ignites the fire of hope! We don’t. So many situations require our 
comforting witness. To be joyful, comforting people. I am thinking of 
those who are burdened by suffering, injustice and tyranny; of those 
who are slaves to money, to power, to success, to worldliness. Poor 
dears! They have fabricated consolation, not the true comfort of the 
Lord! We are all called to comfort our brothers and sisters, to testify 
that God alone can eliminate the causes of existential and spiritual 
tragedies. He can do it! He is powerful! 
 
   Isaiah’s message, which resounds in this second Sunday of Advent, 
is a salve on our wounds and an impetus to prepare with commitment 
the way of the Lord. Indeed, today the Prophet speaks to heart to tell 
us that God condones our sins and comforts us. If we entrust 
ourselves to Him with a humble and penitent heart, He will tear down 
the walls of evil, He will fill in the holes of our omissions, He will 
smooth over the bumps of arrogance and vanity, and will open the 
way of encounter with Him. It is curious, but many times we are afraid 
of consolation, of being comforted. Or rather, we feel more secure in  
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sorrow and desolation. Do you know why? Because in sorrow we feel 
almost as protagonists. However, in consolation the Holy Spirit is the 
protagonist! It is He who consoles us, it is He who gives us the 
courage to go out of ourselves. It is He who opens the door to the 
source of every true comfort, that is, the Father. And this is 
conversion. Please, let yourselves be comforted by the Lord! Let 
yourselves be comforted by the Lord! 
 
   The Virgin Mary is the “Way” that God Himself prepared in order to 
come into the world. Let us entrust to Her the salvation and peace 
awaited by all men and women of our time. 
 
Prayer 
 
   Father in heaven, the day draws near when the glory of your Son 
will make radiant the night of the waiting world. May the lure of greed 
not impede me from the joy which moves the hearts of those who 
seek him. May the darkness not blind me to the vision of wisdom 
which fills the minds of those who find him. Amen. 
 
   Joy is the central theme of the third Sunday of Advent. Priests are 
allowed to wear rose coloured vestments instead of purple to 
symbolise the joyfulness of this Season of Grace.  
 
   For two weeks already, the Season of Advent has been calling us to 
spiritual vigilance in preparing the way for the Lord who is to come. 
On this Third Sunday, the Liturgy sets forth another interior attitude by 
which to live out this time of waiting for the Lord, that is joy. The joy of 
Jesus, as that sign [held up in St Peter’s Square] reads: “Joy is at 
home in Jesus”. That’s it, it proposes Jesus’ joy to us! 
 
   The human heart desires joy. We all desire joy, every family, every 
people aspires to happiness. But what is the joy that the Christian is 
called to live out and bear witness to? It is the joy that comes from 
the closeness of God, from his presence in our life. From the moment 
Jesus entered into history, with his birth in Bethlehem, humanity 
received the seed of the Kingdom of God, like the soil receives the 
seed, the promise of a future harvest. There is no need to look further! 
Jesus has come to bring joy to all people for all time. It is not just a 
hopeful joy or a joy postponed until paradise: as if here on earth we 
are sad but in paradise we will be filled with joy. No! It is not that, but 
a joy already real and tangible now, because Jesus himself is our joy,  
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and with Jesus, joy finds its home, as your sign there says: joy is at 
home in Jesus. All of us, let us say it: “Joy is at home in Jesus”. Once 
more: “Joy is at home in Jesus”. And without Jesus is there joy? No! 
Well done! He is living, He is the Risen One, and He works in us and 
among us especially with the Word and the Sacraments. 
 
   We who are baptized, children of the Church, we are called to 
accept ever anew the presence of God among us and to help others 
to discover Him, or to rediscover what they have forgotten. It is a 
most beautiful mission, like that of John the Baptist: to direct the 
people to Christ — not to ourselves! — for He is the destination to 
which the human heart tends when it seeks joy and happiness. 
 
   In today’s liturgy St Paul again indicates the conditions for being 
“missionaries of joy”: praying constantly, always giving thanks to God, 
giving way to his Spirit, seeking the good and avoiding evil (cf. 1 
Thess 5:17-22). If this becomes our lifestyle, then the Good News will 
be able to enter so many homes and help people and families to 
rediscover that in Jesus lies salvation. In Him it is possible to find 
interior peace and the strength to face different life situations every 
day, even the heaviest and most difficult. No one has ever heard of a 
sad saint with a mournful face. This is unheard of! It would be a 
contradiction. The Christian’s heart is filled with peace because he 
knows how to place his joy in the Lord even when going through the 
difficult moments in life. To have faith does not mean to never have 
difficult moments but to have the strength to face those moments 
knowing that we are not alone. And this is the peace that God gives 
to his children. 
 
   With her gaze turned to Christmas already close at hand, the 
Church invites us to bear witness that Jesus is not a person of the 
past; He is the Word of God who today continues to illuminate the 
path of mankind; his gestures — the Sacraments — are the 
manifestation of the tenderness, consolation and love that the Father 
bears for every human being. May the Virgin Mary, “Cause of our 
joy”, render us ever more joyous in the Lord, who comes to free us 
from the many forms of interior and exterior slavery. 
 

Prayer 
 

Lord, as I look forward to the birthday of your Son, May I experience 
the joy of salvation And celebrate the feast with love and 
thanksgiving, Amen. 
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A Message from  Bishop John for the First Sunday of Advent  
   Despite the fact that we are only just at the beginning of December 
and the Season of Advent, people have already been preparing for 
Christmas for several weeks. Television commercials have relentless 

advertising of food and clothes and 
special offers and, in Manchester, the 
Christmas markets are in full flow, 
crowded with thousands of visitors 
from around Manchester and much 
further afield. 
 
   The markets are busy places and 
over the next few weeks so many of us 
will gather there to have a day out, to 
shop, to eat and to celebrate. There is 
certainly nothing wrong in celebrating 
Christmas in this way, even if it starts 
so early, but we stand in danger of 

making two important mistakes. 
 
   In the first place, we may well be ignoring a local crisis. When we 
attend the markets do we look around us at what else is going on in 
Manchester? Last week I walked from Salford Cathedral, via the 
markets, to attend a meeting at Manchester Cathedral. In the 
shadows of the market, I witnessed a number of homeless people 
huddled in doorways. People were out celebrating, loaded with 
shopping bags and presents who were stepping over them as they 
went on their way. 
 
   This is now such a common sight in Manchester that we can 
become immune and walk on by. In a city full of festive cheer we have 
a growing number of people who, as we celebrate, have no joy or 
happiness in their lives. Despite the genuinely good intentions of the 
Mayor of Greater Manchester to make housing a priority, and the 
generous work of churches and social groups offering increasing 
places in night shelter accommodation, the problem just seems to get 
worse. Surely, in a city that has so much prosperity, we cannot allow 
ourselves to fail people in this way? This is a scandal on our 
doorsteps that we as Christians cannot choose to ignore. We all have 
a responsibility to take action to challenge the injustice we see on our 
streets. These are our brothers and sisters and we all need to act. 

The second mistake that we may easily make is that, in the rush and 
busyness to give presents, have parties and eat traditional meals with  
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Parish Organisations 

BOWLING CLUB 
 
   THE BOWLER’S LAMENT  

Some say they play bowls for 
enjoyment and pleasure 

But for some of my opponents it’s 
much more than leisure 

They lean over my shoulder 
casting shadows on the land 

And some awkward ones even 
bowl with the wrong hand 
Some walk down the land, 

obstructing my view 
Good manners and scruples they 

have very few 
They shake hands at the start 

and again at the end 
But their antics in-between drive 

me round the bend 
If you dare bowl a wood that 

lands near the jack 
They will strike it off; you had 

better stand back 
They look from both sides and 

ask for a measure 
If strings they want metal just to 

put on the pressure 
Some only grunt; you would 

think they were dumb 
They don’t even tell you if its 

finger or thumb 
It’s only a game I’ve heard 

people say 
It drives me to distraction and 

causes dismay 
It’s more than a game, they just 

don’t understand 
You’re all on your own with a 

jack in your hand 
So don’t join the league if you 

are playing for fun 
They take no prisoners; there’s a 

game to be won 
They play the game hard to get 

a good score 
They don’t play for pleasure. To 

them it’s much more. 
 

Looking forwards to next season 
and hopefully some bowling 

 
W R Hesmondhalgh 

 
BROWNEDGE CHRISTIANS 

TOGETHER FOOD BANK 
 

   St. Gerard’s parishioners have 
given generous support to the 
Brownedge Christians Together 
Food Bank and continue to do 
so. This is much appreciated by 
those who have received help 
with food as a result. 
 
   If anyone in the parish should  

family and friends, we may well 
miss the real point and meaning 
of our celebration: That God 
loved the world so much that he 
sent His Son Jesus, to live 
among us and bring us hope. By 
all means, let us be sure to enjoy 
Christmas but let us spend the 
next four weeks preparing for 
Christmas by remembering its 
real meaning and remembering 
the suffering of those even so 
close by. 
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 find themselves in need either 
now or in the coming winter 
months, please don’t hesitate to 
contact the food bank who never 
turn away anyone asking them 
for food.  The updated contact 
details for the Food Bank are 
displayed in the church porch 
and are also included in this 
issue of News and Views. 
 
   Please pass on this 
information to anyone you know 
who may have need of help with 
food, including families who may 
need temporary help during 
school holiday periods. 
 
Helen Lyth 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS & 
PRESENTS 

 
   Can I through News and Views 
firstly thank everyone for their 
kind thoughts, words and 
prayers for my family during the 
last year. 
 
   Also please don’t send me 
Cards or buy me presents this 
year but concentrate on your 
own families instead.  I will not 
be sending cards but wish 
everyone A Happy Christmas 
and New Year. 
 
Eileen McGivern 

A COVID LOCKDOWN POEM  
 

Author unknown 
 
I won’t arise and go now, and go 

to Innisfree 
I’ll sanitise the doorknob and 

make a cup of tea. 
I won’t go down to the sea again; 

I won’t go out at all, 
I’ll wander lonely as a cloud from 

the kitchen to the hall. 
 

There’s a green-eyed yellow 
monster to the North of 

Kathmandu 
But I shan’t be seeing him just 
yet, and nor, I think will you. 

While the dawn comes up like 
thunder on the road to Mandalay 
I’ll make my bit of supper and eat 

it off a tray. 
 

I shall not speed my bonnie boat 
across the sea to Skye, 

Or take the rolling English road 
from Birmingham to Rye. 

About the woodland, just right 
now, I am not free to go 

To see the Keep Out posters or 
the cherry hung with snow. 

 
And no, I won’t be travelling 

much, within the realms of gold, 
Or get me to Milford Haven.  
All that’s been put on hold. 

Give me your hands, I shan’t 
request, albeit we are friends 

Nor come within a mile of you, 
until this virus ends. 
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Sundays: 
 
Saturday Vigil    6:00 p.m. 
Sunday            10:00 a.m. 
Weekdays:   
 
Monday        6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday        9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday       9:15 a.m. 
Thursday        9:15 p.m. 
Friday       NO MASS. 
 
Holydays:  
   
Eve     6:30 p.m. 
Day     9:15 a.m. 
Reconciliation: Confessions 
before Weekend Masses. 
 
Exposition of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
Monday             18:00 to 18:30
   

Father Joseph Gee 
Sister Louise Shields RNDM 

The Presbytery 
17C Brownedge Road 

Lostock Hall 
Preston 

PR5 5AA 
Tel: 01772 335387 

 
In an  Emergency please phone 

either 
St Marys Brownedge  335168 
St Mary’s Leyland 455955 

St Catherine's Farrington 
421174  

St Patricks W-L-Dale 253709 or  
St Teresa’s Penwortham on 

743337  
The Primary School  335025 

Weekly Services Parish Directory 

Baptisms 
Are normally conducted on the first and third Sunday of each month 
at 12:00 noon.  Baptism Preparations currently take place every  
few months on two successive Wednesday evenings at 7 pm.  Please 
telephone the Parish Priest or Sister on 335387 for details. 

 Contacts 

No Priest! What do we do? 
If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend 
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been 
trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace 

the Mass.    Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and 
there is no time to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is 
available.    There may be occasions when the 8.30am Mass on a 

Sunday is cancelled, but the Saturday 6pm and Sunday 10am 
Masses will be as usual.  
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Marriages 
At least six months notification of Marriage is required.  Pre-marriage 
instruction is mandatory and organised by the Diocese.  Please tele-

     CONTACT 
Advertising                John Corrigan  316295 
Altar Servers    David Walker  629701 
A.P.F.& Sacristan             Christine Flanagan           334723 
Blessed Sacrament Guild                         335387 
Bowling Club    Warwick Hesmondhalgh 339700 
CAFOD     Margaret Cronin           336475 
Catechists & Sacramental Programme    335387 
Children's Liturgy Group   Bridget Nisbet  324740 
Choir               Jim Stokes                     316574  
Organist              Neil Coupe            322976  
Drama Group                                       Grace Robinson               337844  
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers Michael Quinlan  467306 
Flowers                                                Irene Crook                     611513  
Football Club    Phil Tinsley            07775890667 
Fund Raising Group                335387 
Gift Aid               John Robinson     335387 
News & Views, Website , Printers David Walker  629701 
Majella Companions   Sister Louise  335387 
Marriage Registrars            Margaret Cronin           336475 
               Ann Quinlan            467306 
Parochial Centre                  Frank Redfearn  338285 
Piety Shop              Vivian Page            313910 
P.T.A.      Ross Free            339691 
Sacred Heart Guild   Mary Hardman  468311 
Safeguarding Officer           Colette Kingswood  07769690874         
                                               or   Colette.kingswood@virginmedia.com  
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors) Jackie McNally  335025 
Senior Citizens Organisers           Linda Walsh          311654 
                                                             Gloria Duffell  339966  
Youth Representative   Lee McNulty           07478703414 
 
Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the 
editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk The last day for submissions is 
the 20th of each month.  

www.saintgerards.org.uk 
 

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us publish 
your details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Joe at 

(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon 
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data 

is required to protect public safety.  

Parish Organisations 

mailto:info@parishname.org.uk
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Parish Diary    

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

We have changed our parish 
email address and are 
introducing a few more 
contacts in the near future.  
The main email is now :   

office@saintgerards.org.uk 
& 

News and Views email is now: 
newsnview@saintgerards.org.

St Mary’s, Brownedge 
Live Streaming Times 

https://www.churchservices.tv/bamberbridge 

Sunday Mass 9:30 am    11:00 & 6:30 pm 

Monday to Friday Mass 9:30 am       

Private Prayer Tuesday 
Thursday 

3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
3:00 pm to 4:00 pm 

 Rosary 8.00 pm 

Saturday Mass 9:30 am   7 pm Vigil 

Sunday Mass 9:30 am   11:00 & 6:30 pm   

6th 
Dec 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

8th Immaculate Conception 

13th 3rd Sunday of Advent 

14th St John of the Cross 

20th 4th Sunday of Advent 

24th 
5 pm 
6:15 pm 

Christmas Eve 
Mass Fully Booked 
Mass Fully Booked 

25th 
10:00  

Christmas Day 

26th 
6.00 pm 

Boxing Day 
Vigil Mass 

27th 
10:00 

The Holy Family 

28th The Holy Innocents 

1st Jan Holy Mary, Mother of God 

2nd  St Basil the Great & St 
Gregory Nazianzen 

3rd 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
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We have been involved in selling Used Cars for over 25 
years. 

 
As a family firm, our aims is to provide a friendly, 

professional service providing  good quality  hand picked 
pre owned cars with no pressure selling. 

 
Our vehicles come with a full 12 months MOT,  HPi clear and 

a thorough check over by our fully qualified mechanics. 

Bring this booklet with you and we will donate £25  
to St Gerard's Church. 

 
Please note we are now located at our new Premises on 

Doodstone Nook, Lostock Hall. 
 

Address 
4 - 8 Doodstone Nook 

Lostock Hall  
Preston, Lancashire 

PR55AQ 
 

Telephone: 01772 330744             Mobile:        07836 789446 
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To Advertise in News & Views Contact 

 
John Corrigan 

 

 
To Advertise in News & Views Contact 

 
John Corrigan 

 
Ring Preston 01772 316295  
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WHITFIRE SHAVINGS 
& 

SAWDUST SUPPLIES 
LTD 

 
HEATHERFIELD WORKS, CHURCH LANE 

FARINGTON MOSS, LEYLAND,  
 TEL: PRESTON 335178 Fax: 629843 

 

A L A N  J O Y C E  
 U N I S E X  H A I R  D E S I G N 

BY Top Stylist 

Tel: 01772 251 681          
  34 GLOVERS COURT 

PRESTON, PR1 3LS 

Residential and Dementia Care for the Elderly 
Quality Care  -  Friendly Staff   -  Visitors Welcome 

34 Wateringpool Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston PRR5 5AP 
Tel: 01772 626151         www.lostocklodge.com 
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To Advertise in News & Views Contact 

John Corrigan 
Ring Preston 01772 316295  

 
To Advertise in News & Views Contact 

 
John Corrigan 

 
Ring Preston 01772 316295  
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