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B. J. Watson 
 

COMPLETE INDEPENDENT FUNERAL FURNISHERS 

 

 Est. 1848 
 

85 Todd Lane North 
Lostock Hall, Preston, PR5 5UR 

 

Funeral Directors 
 

Tel: 01772 626800 
Fax: 01772 338383 

 

Day & Night Service 
 

web: www.bjwatsonfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
email: admin@bjwatsonfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

 

————————————————————————————— 

Taylors Memorials 
 

Est. 1979 
 

 Main Showroom & Office at 85 Todd Lane North 
Lostock Hall, Preston, PR5 5UR 

 

   Tel:   01772 696800 
   Fax:  01772 338383 
 
 email: admin@taylorsmemorials.co.uk 
 website: www.taylorsmemorials.co.uk 
 

 

Memorial Garden at B. Livesey Ltd, Chorley 
 

   New memorials, additional inscriptions,  
   renovations & grave refurbishment. 

Tony Livesey 
Chris Livesey 

Sharon 

Chris Livesey 
Sharon 
Livesey 
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 HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
The Assumption of Our Lady 

15th August 
 

   The Assumption is the oldest 
feast day of Our Lady, its origin is 
lost in those days when 
Jerusalem was restored as a 
sacred city, at the time of the 
Roman Emperor Constantine (c. 
285-337). By then it had been a 
pagan city for two centuries, ever 
since Emperor Hadrian (76-138) 
had levelled it around the year 
135 and rebuilt it in honour of 
Jupiter.  Please refer to the 
weekly Bulletin for the times of 
Mass. 
 
Holiday Appeal 
 
   We are now in the School 
Holidays and a lot of you will be 
travelling around this country and 
the World.  Please remember if 
you visit any Church not 
necessarily Catholic to pick up a 
copy of their  Parish News if they 
produce one.  A photograph and 
or an account of your visit would 
be appreciated as well.  We need 
new ideas for Fund Raising as 
well so please take a note of 
anything you see that works well 
and pass it on when you get 
back. 



  News and Views Page 2  

 

We have been involved in selling Used Cars for over 25 
years. 

 
As a family firm, our aims is to provide a friendly, 

professional service providing  good quality  hand picked 
pre owned cars with no pressure selling. 

 
Our vehicles come with a full 12 months MOT,  HPi clear and 

a thorough check over by our fully qualified mechanics. 

Bring this booklet with you and we will donate £25  
to St Gerard's Church. 

 
Please note we are now located at our new Premises on 

Doodstone Nook, Lostock Hall. 
 

Address 
4 - 8 Doodstone Nook 

Lostock Hall  
Preston, Lancashire 

PR55AQ 
 

Telephone: 01772 330744             Mobile:        07836 789446 
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Parish Diary  
August 2019 

4th 18th Sunday of the Year 
B.S.G. Mass 10 am 

6th Transfiguration of the Lord 

8th St Dominic 

9th St Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross 

10th St Lawrence 

11th 19th Sunday of the Year 

14th St Maximillian Mary Kolbe 

15th The Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

HOLY DAY OF 
OBLIGATION 

18th 20th Sunday of the Year 

20th St Bernard 

21st St Pius X 

22nd The Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

24th St Bartholomew 

25th 21st Sunday of the Year 

27th St Monica 

28th St Augustine 

29th The Passion of St John the 
Baptist 

1st 
Sept 

22nd Sunday of the Year 

Positive & Inspirational Life 
Quotes by Quincy Seale 
 
   Our brains are wired to find 
things we’re looking for – if 
you’re always cynical or 
waiting for things to go wrong, 
then your life will reflect that.  

   On the other hand, having a 
positive outlook on life will 
bring you joy and provide you 
with inspiration when you 
least expect it.  

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

We have changed our parish 
email address and are 
introducing a few more 
contacts in the near future.  
The main email is now :   

office@saintgerards.org.uk 
& 

News and Views email is now: 
newsnview@saintgerards.org.uk 

Senior Citizens Get-
Together 

 
As usual during the 

Summer Holidays there is 
no meeting during the 

month of August. 
 

The next meeting will be in 
September, date next 

month 
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Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint Gerard Majella 
Salford Diocese - Registered Charity No.  250037 

Pope Benedict on St. Teresa of Jesus 
 
   Beatified by Pope Paul V in 1614 and canonized in 1622 by 
Gregory XV, she was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church by the 
Servant of God Paul VI in 1970. 
 
   Teresa of Jesus did not have an academic formation, but she 
always treasured the teachings of theologians, men of letters and 
spiritual teachers. As a writer, she always held to what she had 
personally lived or seen in the experience of others (cf. Prologue to 
The Way of Perfection), namely, from experience. Teresa was able to 
enjoy relationships of friendship with many saints, in particular with 
St. John of the Cross. At the same time, she was nourished by 
reading the Fathers of the Church, St. Jerome, St. Gregory the Great, 
St. Augustine. 
 
   Among her major works, the most notable is her autobiography, 
titled Book of Life, which she called Book of the Mercies of the Lord. 
Composed in the Carmel of Avila in 1565, it reviews her biographical 
and spiritual history, written, as Teresa herself affirms, to submit her 
soul to the discernment of St. John of Avila, “Teacher of the spiritual.” 
The purpose was to point out the presence and the action of the 
merciful God in her life. Because of this, the work often returns to the 
dialogue of prayer with the Lord. It is fascinating reading because the 
saint not only recounts, but shows that she relives the profound 
experience of her relationship with God. In 1566, Teresa wrote The 
Way of Perfection, which she called Admonitions and Counsels that 
Teresa of Jesus Gives to her Nuns. The recipients were the 12 
novices of the Carmel of St. Joseph of Avila. Teresa proposed to 
them an intense program of contemplative life at the service of the 
Church, the basis of which were the evangelical virtues and prayer. 
Among the most precious passages is the commentary on the Our 
Father, model of prayer. 
 
   The most famous mystical work of St. Teresa is The Interior Castle, 
written in 1577, in her full maturity. It is a re-reading of her own 
spiritual journey and, at the same time, a codification of the possible 
development of Christian life toward its fullness, holiness, under the 
action of the Holy Spirit. Teresa refers to the structure of a castle with 
seven rooms, as an image of man’s interiority, introducing, at the 
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Marriages 
At least six months notification of Marriage is required.  Pre-marriage instruc-
tion is mandatory and organised by the Diocese.  Please telephone 335387 

to arrange Notification and Preparation.  

     CONTACT 

Advertising                John Corrigan  316295 
Altar Servers    David Walker  629701 
A.P.F.& Sacristan   Christine Flanagan 334723 
Blessed Sacrament Guild     335387 
Bowling Club    Warwick Hesmondhalgh 339700 
CAFOD     Margaret Cronin 336475 
Catechists & Sacramental Programme    335387 
Children's Liturgy Group   Bridget Nisbet  324740 
Choir     Jim Stokes              316574  
Organist    Neil Coupe  322976  
Drama Group                                           Grace Robinson             337844  
Eucharistic Ministers & Readers  Michael Quinlan  467306 
Flowers                                                    Irene Crook              933407  
Football Club    Phil Tinsley          07775890667 
Fund Raising Group      335387 
Gift Aid                  John Robinson     335387 
News & Views, Website , Printers David Walker  629701 
Majella Companions   Sister Louise  335387 
Marriage Registrars               Margaret Cronin 336475 
     Ann Quinlan  467306 
Parochial Centre                  Frank Redfearn  338285 
Piety Shop    Vivian Page  313910 
P.T.A.      Ross Free  339691 
Sacred Heart Guild   Mary Hardman  468311 
Safeguarding Officer  Colette Kingswood  07769690874         
                                               or   Colette.kingswood@virginmedia.com  
School (Staff, Ancillaries & Governors) Jackie McNally  335025 
Senior Citizens Organisers              Linda Walsh         311654 
                                                                Gloria Duffell  339966  
Youth Representative   Lee McNulty         07478703414 
 
Items for News & Views can be left at the Presbytery or emailed to the 
editor at newsnviews@saintgerards.org.uk The last day for submissions is 
the 20th of each month.  

www.saintgerards.org.uk 
 

G.D.P.R. Privacy Notice. In order to withdraw your consent for us publish 
your details above or within this magazine, please contact Father Joe at 

(office@saintgerards.org.uk). All processing of personal data can cease upon 
request, with exception of legal obligations or instances where personal data 

is required to protect public safety.  

Parish Organisations 

mailto:info@parishname.org.uk
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Sundays: 
 
Saturday Vigil    6:00 p.m. 
Sunday              8:30 a.m. 
                        10:00 a.m. 
Weekdays:   
 
Monday    6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday    9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday    9:15 a.m. 
Thursday    9:15 p.m. 
Friday     NO MASS. 
 
Holydays:  
   
Eve     7:00 p.m. 
Day     9:15 a.m. 
     7:00 p.m. 
 
Reconciliation: 
 
Confession + Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
Saturday:            11:00 am to 
                12:00 noon 

Father Joseph Gee 
Sister Louise Shields RNDM 

The Presbytery 
17C Brownedge Road 

Lostock Hall 
Preston 

PR5 5AA 
Tel: 01772 335387 

 
In an  Emergency please phone 

either 
St Marys Brownedge  335168 
St Mary’s Leyland 455955 

St Catherine's Farrington 421174  

St Patricks W-L-Dale 253709 or  
St Teresa’s Penwortham on 

743337  

The Primary School  335025 
  The Parochial Centre  339459 
 

Weekly Services Parish Directory 

Baptisms 
 
Are normally conducted on the first and third Sunday of each month 
at 12:00 noon.  Baptism Preparations currently take place every  
few months on two successive Wednesday evenings at 7 pm.  Please 
telephone the Parish Priest or Sister on 335387 for details. 

 Contacts 

No Priest! What do we do? 
If there is an Emergency and no Priest is available for the weekend 
Masses, the Eucharistic Ministers, particularly those who have been 
trained, will perform a Holy Communion Service and this will replace 

the Mass.    Please note that this is Only in an Emergency and 
there is no time to arrange for another priest or no other is Priest is 
available.    There may be occasions when the 8.30am Mass on a 

Sunday is cancelled, but the Saturday 6pm and Sunday 10am 
Masses will be as usual.  
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   It is not easy to summarize in a few words the profound and 
complex Teresian spirituality. I would like to mention some essential 
points. 
 
   In the first place, St. Teresa proposes the evangelical virtues as 
the basis of all Christian and human life, in particular, detachment 
from goods or evangelical poverty (and this concerns all of us); love 
for one another as the essential element of community and social 
life; humility as love of the truth; determination as fruit of Christian 
audacity; theological hope, which she describes as thirst for living 
water; without forgetting the human virtues: affability, veracity, 
modesty, courtesy, joy, culture. 
 
   In the second place, St. Teresa proposes a profound harmony with 
the great biblical personalities and intense listening to the Word of 
God. She felt in consonance above all with the bride of the Canticle 
of Canticles and with the Apostle Paul, as well as with the Christ of 
the passion and with the Eucharistic Jesus. 
 
   The saint stressed how essential prayer is; to pray, she said, 
“means to frequent with friendship, because we frequent face to face 
the One whom we know loves us” (cf. Life 8, 5). St. Teresa’s idea 
coincides with the definition that St. Thomas Aquinas gives of 
theological charity, as “amicitia quaedam hominis ad Deum,” a type 
of friendship of humanity with God, who first offered his friendship to 
humanity; the initiative comes from God (cf. Summa Theologiae II-II, 
23, 1). Prayer is life and it develops gradually at the same pace with 
the growth of the Christian life. It begins with vocal prayer, passes to 
interiorization through meditation and recollection, until it attains 
union of love with Christ and with the Most Holy Trinity. Obviously, it 
is not a development in which going up to the higher steps means 
leaving behind the preceding type of prayer, but is rather a gradual 
deepening of the relationship with God, which envelops our whole 
life. More than a pedagogy of prayer, St. Teresa’s is a true 
“mystagogy”. She teaches the reader of her works to pray while 
praying herself with him/her; frequently, in fact, she interrupts the 
account or exposition to burst out in a prayer. 
 
   A final essential aspect of Teresian doctrine that I would like to 
underscore is perfection, as the aspiration of the whole Christian life 
and the final end of it. The saint had a very clear idea of “fullness” in 
Christ, relived by the Christian. At the end of the course of The 
Interior Castle, in the last “stanza” Teresa describes this fullness, 
realized in the indwelling of the Trinity, in union with Christ through 
the mystery of his humanity. 
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HEALTH WALKS & RAMBLES 
IN SOUTH RIBBLE IN 

AUGUST 
 

Wednesday 7th — Hoole Moss 
Guided Ramble 3-6 mls.  Meet 
10am Longton Brickcroft. 
 
Thursday 8th  - Worden park 
Health Walk 1-2.5 mls.  Meet 1 
pm at Park Noticeboard on Main 
Car Park. 
 
Wednesday 14th - Hoghton 
Guided Ramble 3-6 mls. Meet 
10 am Community Centre on 
Blackburn Old Road. 
 
Thursday 15th  -  Moss Side 
Health Walk 1-2.5mls. Meet 
1pm at the end of Paradise 
Lane. 
 
Tuesday 20th  - Old Tram Road 
Health Walk 1–2.5mls. Meet at 1 
pm at end off Carrwood Road. 
 
Wednesday 21st  - Bobbin Mill 
Pub Guided Ramble 3-6mls. 
Meet 10 am at Bobbin Mill 
Public House. 
 
Thursday 29th - Leyland Health 
Walk 1-2.5 mls.  Meet 1pm in 
Car Park of Broadfield Arms, 
Leyland Road, 
 
 
For more information please call 
SRBC on 01772 625625 or 
email infor@southribble.gov.uk  

BOB-IN Café 
 

Friday 16th August 2019  at 1 pm  
 

Lostock Hall Library, Watkin 
Lane, Lostock Hall 

Why not join us in an 
environment that is warm, 
safe and welcoming for all. 

We Welcome: 
 
* Individuals or groups  *Anyone 

who feels lonely or isolated * 
People living with dementia or 
suffering from memory loss & 

their carers * 
 
You will have a chance to meet 
others in a friendly environment 

who you can chat with.  The 
sessions runs alongside the 
library games afternoon and 
there will be activities and 

games on offer for all to enjoy. 
 

Free Refreshments will be 
provided at this dementia  

friendly drop-in café. 
 

To find out more please call 
Tony Stirland on  01772 625354 

or 
 via e-mail 

astirland@southribble.gov.uk 

   The PARISH OFFICE is open 
Monday (9.00-1pm) & Tuesday 
to Friday (09.00—12.00) but 
please check in advance if you 
intend to call in.  

    Father Joe is not available on 
Fridays: in an emergency please 
contact St Marys Brownedge or 
another neighbouring parish.  
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The Holy Father's Intentions for the Month of September 2018

CLIMATE CHANGE – TWELVE YEARS TO SAVE THE PLANET 
 
“It no longer seems rational to assume that humanity, encountering an 

existential threat, will behave rationally”.  Nathaniel Rich 
 
   It may already be too late. In his book Losing Earth (the clue is in the 
title), Nathaniel Rich points to the decade 1979 to ‘89 when there was 
a concerted and optimistic international attempt by scientists and 
diplomats to wake the world up to the realities of climate change, 
culminating in the Noordwicjk conference of world leaders in 
November 1989. Thanks to the unrelenting efforts of the major oil 
companies and the blind inertia of many of the G7 countries, including 
the US and Great Britain, the rising hope of many delegates to 
instigate a global freeze on carbon emissions came to nothing.  Since 
then, more carbon has been released into the atmosphere than in the 
entire history of civilisation preceding it. The world is warming more 
quickly than most climate models have predicted. There may only be 
twelve years left before the changes become irreversible. 
 
   Losing Earth is a book that everyone on the planet should be 
reading. That and Pope Francis’s encyclical Laudato Si’, (On Care for 
our Common Home) which Rich sees as prophetic:  
 
“For human beings to degrade the integrity of the earth by causing 
changes in its climate, by stripping the earth of its natural forests or 
destroying wetlands; for human beings to contaminate the earth’s 
waters, its land, its air, and its life – these are sins. For to commit a 
crime against the natural world is a sin against ourselves and a sin 
against God.” (Laudato Si’). 
 
   Everything must change in the way each one of us conducts our 
lives. It is easy to complain that the problem is too vast and each of us 
is too small. Listen to Pope Francis: 
 
“ A person who could afford to spend and consume more but regularly 
uses less heating and wears warmer clothes shows the kind of 
convictions and attitudes which help to protect the environment. There 
is a nobility in the duty of care for creation through little daily actions 
and it is wonderful how education can bring about real changes in 
lifestyle. …avoiding using (single-use) plastic…reducing water 
consumption, separating refuse, cooking only what can be reasonably 
consumed, showing care for other living beings, using public transport 
or  car-pooling, planting trees, turning off unnecessary lights or any 
number of other practices. (Laudato Si’) 
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WHITFIRE SHAVINGS 

& 
SAWDUST SUPPLIES 

LTD 
 

HEATHERFIELD WORKS, CHURCH LANE 
FARINGTON MOSS, LEYLAND,  

 TEL: PRESTON 335178 Fax: 629843 

A L A N  J O Y C E  
 U N I S E X  H A I R  D E S I G N 

BY Top Stylist 

Tel: 01772 251 681          
  34 GLOVERS COURT 

PRESTON, PR1 3LS 

 
Residential and Dementia Care for the Elderly 

Quality Care  -  Friendly Staff   -  Visitors Welcome 

34 Wateringpool Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston PRR5 5AP 

Tel: 01772 626151         www.lostocklodge.com 
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Parish Organisations, 

BOWLING CLUB 

   We held our Presidents Day 
last month with only eleven 
bowlers entering this year, very 
disappointing. The weather 
steadily improved over the day 
and the green was very dry and 
difficult and caught a few out. We 
carried on bowling throughout 
the afternoon until we reached 
the semi finals and then had a 
break for refreshments mainly 
provided by our bowlers with 
some excellent home baked 
cakes, we also had our raffle 
with most of the bowlers winning 
a prize. 
 
   The four semi finalist then 
played Margaret Murphy, Jean 
Brown, Gordon Dobinson and 
David Winders. The finalists 
were David and Jean and the 
winner was David Winders. 
 
   A thank you to all who helped 
at the competition especially the 
caterer’s markers, measurers. 
 
   We again opened the green for 
St Gerard’s Summer Fair and we 
had quite a few children and 
adults taking part and enjoying 
the experience. 
 
   The various teams at the 
present time are Vets A seventh 
in Division two with two players 
in the top ten, Frank Naylor and 
Warwick Hesmondhalgh, Vets B 
top of Division four Frank Kay 

and Dave Winders in the top ten. 
Ladies are second in division two 
with Margaret Murphy and Karen 
Peddie in the top twenty, and the 
Leyland Men playing in Division 
four are in fifth place with David 
Winders and Warwick 

Hesmondhalgh in their top ten.  
 
W R Hesmondhalgh    
 
Sacred Heart Guild Meetings  -  
As it is the holiday season the 
August meeting of the Guild has 
been cancelled. Our next meeting 
will be on the 12th September at 
7pm. The Guild members meet at 
7pm. on the second Thursday of 
every month and enjoy a cup of 
tea/coffee and a game of bingo 
and a raffle. Our numbers are 
only small but the Guild is open to 
any ladies in the parish. If you are 
interested in joining us you can 
ring Carole on 339700 for any 
further information.  

 
Preston Community  

Transport Ltd 
 
   The Community transport has a 
number of services available  and 
despite its name operates nearly 
50% of its services in South 
Ribble. They operate a Dial-a-
Ride service for the elderly who 
cannot get about easily,  They 
also hire these vehicle to families 
for use with relatives.  The 
Mobility Centre in Preston is at 28 
Friargate and the contact number 
for any questions is 01772 
204667. 
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        Mob: 07432 604762 
         
        Tel: 01772 611262 
 
 

Liam Henderson 
Hedges, Bushes, Trees, 
Fencing, Borders, Lawns Cut 

Aspendale Close 
Longton 
Preston 

 
Proprietors: Barry Barker & Ian Humphries 

TYRES - BATTERIES  - EXHAUSTS  -  AIR CONDITIONING 

T:01772 323557 

UNIT 14 Tardy Gate Mill, Coote Lane, Lostock Hall, Preston 
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   Nearly everything we understand about global warming was 
understood in 1979 and the main principles were settled beyond 
debate. Yet as Rich points out, today almost nine out of ten Americans 
(and surely we can extrapolate to other countries!) do not know that 
scientists agree, well beyond the threshold of consensus, that human 
beings have altered the global climate through the indiscriminate 
burning of fossil fuels. The more carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, 
the warmer the planet. Without urgent action, long-term disaster is 
now the most likely scenario. If we do not restrict the warming quickly 
and very significantly, this will lead to widespread starvation and 
drought.  The inundation of the coasts and the expansion of the 
deserts will force hundreds of millions of people to migrate, creating 
huge struggles over natural resources leading to conflict and war. In 
other words, global warming is a very real existential threat to the 
whole of civilisation. 
 
If we truly wish to save our beautiful common homeland therefore, we 
must all have a change of heart: 
 
“We are speaking of an attitude of heart, one which approaches life 
with serene attentiveness, which is capable of being fully present to 
someone without thinking of what comes next, which accepts each 
moment as a gift from God to be lived to the full... (If we) become 
enthralled with the possibility of limitless mastery over everything, we 
inevitably end up harming society and the environment.” (Laudato Si’). 

 
What can we do?  
 
   The Bishop of Salford, John Arnold, who is currently the chairman of 
the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (Cafod), has 
produced the following suggestions (see below) that each one of us 
can consider.  Cafod suggests many practical ways of helping those in 
the world already facing the catastrophic effects of climate change. 
You can find out more at www.cafod.org.uk 
 
   It may not be too late if we all act now. 
 
A copy of Losing Earth is available the Church porch if you wish to 
borrow it. 
 
M. Cronin 
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